An act relating to fiscal and other matters necessary for implementation of the judiciary budget as enacted by H.B. No. 1, Acts of the 82nd Legislature, Regular Session, 2011, and to the operation and administration of, and practice and procedures in courts in, the judicial branch of state government. by Texas. Legislature. House of Representatives.
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relating to fiscal and other matters necessary for implementation 
of the judiciary budget as enacted by H.B. No.1, Acts of the '82nd 
Legislature, Regular Session, 2011, and to the operation and 
administration of, and practice and procedures in courts in, the 
judicial branch of state government. 
BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF TEXAS: 
ARTICLE 1. FISCAL NECESSITY 
SECTION 1.01. The legislature finds that this Act is 
necessary to the state to offset the effect of the approximately $30 
million budget reduction for the judiciary. The provisions of this 
Act are designed to allow the judiciary to operate with the least 
chance of harm to fulfilling the purpose of the judiciary and to 
allow the operation ot the judiciary in the next state fiscal 
, , 
biennium in an efficient manner. 
ARTICLE 2. APPELLATE COURT PROVISIONS 
SECTION 2.01. Subsection (b), Section 22.002, Government 
Code, is amended to read as follows: 
(b) The supreme court or, in vacation, a justice of the 
supreme court may issue a writ of mandamus to compel a statutory 
county court judge, a statutory probate court judge, or a district 
judge to proceed to trial and judgment in a case [a§Ieeaele te tAe 
,.riRsi,les afui \isa~es af la'll, .re1n:iI'Rasle 1;9 'EAe SQfJ:l81R8 S9\ilrt SS 9.r 





























H.B. No. 79 
s;r Befal'e afty jasteiee af 1:l:le syt3l'elRe seart as 1:l:le Ra1:l:ire af tl=le ease 
reEfQires] . 
SECTION 2.02. (a) Section 24.007, Property Code, is 
amended to read as follows: 
Sec. 24.007. APPEAL. (a) [A £iRal jaa§llleRt sf a SSliRt¥ 
eealt is aft evietieR ellit lRay Ret se aflflealea 9A tRe isslie af 
jl9ssessieR aRIees t1;8 fjIelRiees is fillieetieR are seiR~ \:lees fel' 
resiaeRtial fllirflsses sRl¥.) A judgment of a county court in an 
eviction suit may not under any circumstances be stayed pending 
appeal unless, within 10 days of the signing of the judgment, the 
appellant files a supersedeas bond in an amount set by the county 
court. In setting the supersedeas bond the county court shall 
provide protection for the appellee to the same extent as in any 
other appeal, taking into consideration the value of rents likely 
to accrue during appeal, damages which may occur as a result of the 
stay during appeal, and other damages or amounts as the court may 
deem appropriate. 
(b) Notwithstanding any other law, an appeal may be taken 
from a final judgment of a county court, statutory county court, 
statutory probate court, or distr ict court in an eviction suit. 
(b) The change in law made by this section applies to an 
appeal of a final judgment rendered on or after the effective date 
of this section. An appeal of a final judgment rendered before the 
effective date of this section is governed by the law in effect on 
the date the judgment was rendered, and the former law is continued 
in effect for that purpose. 
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ARTICLE 3. GENERAL PROVISIONS FOR DISTRICT COURTS 
SECTION 3.01. Section 24.002, Government Code, is amended 
to read as follows: 
Sec. 24.002. ASSIGNMENT OF JUDGE OR TRANSFER OF CASE ON 
RECUSAL [SYSS'Ur;pyr;pE JYS6ES]. If a distr ict judge determines on the 
judge's own motion that the judge should not sit in a case pending 
in the judge's court because the judge is disqualified or otherwise 
should recuse himself or herself, the judge shall enter a recusal 
order, request the presiding judge of that administrative judicial 
region to assign another judge to sit, and take no further action in 
the case except for good cause stated in the order in which the 
action .is taken. A change of venue is not necessary because of the 
disqualification of a district judge in a case or proceeding 
pending in the judge's [~] court[, B~e eAe j~a~e sAa** 
iRUReaiatel}' saltify Ris aisElQalifieatieR 1:9 'Eae 9'BverRer. ~Re 
~everAer Baall ·aesi~Rate a aistriet j\:1:Ei~e af aRetRer aistrist te 
e1leRaA~e seRBaee ,.'itA tAe ais'lQalifieEi jQB~e 159 tlY t:Re ease. 'l'Ae 
~everfler Baall Ratify setA j\lEi~es af Bis aesi~Ra1;ieR, aRa taB 
jaB§ee Baal! elEeRaR~e laeR6Res: If tRe 3l:iB§ee are fJreveateEi fraIR 
el[eRafl~iR~ BBRsBes, tae fJ3Ities Sf tReil sSYRsels may a~ree SA aft 
atte:rfley af tRe BBlirt fer tRe t;rial 9£ -eRe sase. ~Be 8i81:li815 jY8Eje 
Sf s,eeial j\lEi~e BRall eertif}' 1:9 tRe ~9veIRer tAe fast af a failare 
af 'ERe ~arties 91" tRail eeYRsels 1:9 a~¥ee SR aR atts¥Rey, aRa tae 
~9\Te¥ASr saall ati:P9iR"k a :pers9R le~ally Ef\ialifiea t9 aet as j\ia~e ia 
tRe e!!ia* eE eRe ease] . 
SECTION 3.02. Sections 24.003 and 24.007, Government Code, 





























H.B. No. 79 
Sec. 24.003. TRANSFER OF CASES; EXCHANGE OF BENCHES 
[&gB&'fI'I'g'l'~ dU9S~& IN ~~R'I'AIN ~QgN'I'n&]. (a) This section applies 
only to [s~Jil eases iR] counties with two [~] or more district 
courts. 
(b) Unless provided otherwise by the local rules of 
administration, a district judge in the county may: 
(1) transfer any civil or criminal case or proceeding 
on the court's docket to the docket of another distr ict court in the 
county; 
(2) hear and determine any case or proceeding pending 
in another district court in the county without having the case 
transferred; 
(3) sit for another district court in the county and 
hear and determine any case or proceeding pending in that court; 
(4) temporarily exchange benches with the judge of 
another distr ict court in the county; 
(5) try different cases in the same court at the same 
time; and 
(6) occupy the judge's own courtroom or the courtroom 
of another distr ict court in the county. 
(c) If a district judge in the county is sick or otherwise 
absent, another distr ict judge in the county may hold court for the 
judge. 
(d) A district judge in the county may hear and determine 
any part or "question of any case or proceeding pending in any of the 
district courts, and any other district judge may complete"the 






























H.B. No. 79 
judge may hear and determine motions, including motions for new 
trial, petitions for injunction, applications for the appointment 
of a receiver, interventions, pleas in abatement, dilatory pleas, 
and all preliminary matters, questions, and proceedings, and may 
enter judgment or order on them in the court in which the case or 
proceeding is pending without transferring the case or proceeding. 
The distr ict judge in whose court the matter is pending may proceed 
to hear, complete, and determine the matter, or all or any part of 
another matter, and render a final judgment. A district judge may 
issue a restraining order or injunction that is returnable to any 
other district court. 
(e) A judgment or order shall be entered in the minutes of 
the court in which the case is pending. 
(f) This section does not limit the powers of a district 
judge when acting for another judge by eXChange of benches or 
otherwise [If a sisUieli jlisge is sisEllialifies is a ease llessis9 is 
Aie eaQr~ aRa Ris iisqyalifieatieR is eeItifiea ~e tAe 'J9verRer, 
tAe 'J9verR91' may refIQire allY etael' iistl'iet jl1a~e iR tAe eeliRty te 
ellsR3flge seRBaes uita tae iisEfc1alifiea jaage. 
[(e) If a ais1:l'ist jYEige is asseRt, sis];:, 91" iisEfQalifiea, 
aRY af tAB aistrie1i jYB'Jes iR tAe 8SQRty may Reli eeyr1: ier Rim 91' 
!Ray tr3RSfel' a lIeRsiRg ease 1:9 tAB esart af as}' etael' aiseriet ju:age 
is liRB Belisliy] . 
Sec. 24.007. JURISDICTION. (a) The distr ict court has the 
jurisdiction provided by Article V, Section 8, of the Texas 
Constitution. 






























H.B. No. 79 
matter in which the amount in controversy is more than $500, 
exclusive of interest. 
SECTION 3.03. Subsection (a), Section 24.012, Government 
Code, is amended to read as follows: 
(a) Notwithstanding any other law, each [~] distr ict 
laRa elimiRal aistliet] court holds in each county in the judicial 
district [at least tue] terms that commence on the first Mondays in 
January and July of [eeult] each year fiR eael:t eeuRty iR tl:te 
aistl'iet]. To the extent of a conflict between this subsection and 
a specific provision relating to a particular judicial district, 
this section controls. 
SECTION 3.04. Subchapter A, Chapter 24, Government Code, is 
amended by adding Sections 24.023, 24.024, 24.025, 24.026, 24.027, 
24.028, 24.029, 24.030, and 24.031 to read as follows: 
Sec. 24.023. OBLIGATIONS; BONDS. (a) When a case is 
transferred from one court to another, all processes, writs, bonds, 
recognizances, and other obligations issued by the transferring 
court are returnable to the court to which the case is transferred 
as if or igina11y issued by that court. 
(b) The obligees in all bonds and recognizances taken in and 
for a court from which a case is transferred, and all witnesses 
summoned to appear in a distr ict court from which a case is 
transferred, are required to appear before the court to which the 
case is transferred as if the bond, recognizance, or summons was 
taken in or for that court. 
Sec. 24.024. FILING AND DOCKETING CASES. In a county with 






























H.B. No. 79 
governing the filing and numbering of cases, the assignment of 
cases for trial, and the distribution of the work of the courts as 
in their discretion they consider necessary or desirable for the 
orderly dispatch of the business of the courts. 
Sec. 24.025. SUPPLEMENTAL COMPENSATION. (a) Unless 
otherwise provided by this subchapter, all district judges in a 
county are entitled to equal amounts of supplemental compensation 
from the county. 
(b) A district judge is entitled to an amount of 
supplemental compensation for serving on the iuvenile board of a 
county that is equal to the amount other judges serving on the 
juvenile board receive. 
Sec. 24.026. APPOINTMENT OF INITIAL JUDGE. On the creation 
of a new judicial district, the initial vacancy in the office of 
district judge is filled in accordance with Section 28, Article V, 
Texas Constitution. 
Sec. 24.027. GRAND AND PETIT JURORS. All grand and petit 
jurors selected in a county before a new district court is created 
or the composition of an existing district court is modified by an 
amendment to this chapter are considered to be selected for the new 
or modified district court, as applicable. 
Sec. 24.028. CASES TRANSFERRED. If by an amendment to this 
chapter a county is removed from the composition of an existing 
judicial district and added to another existing or new judicial 
district, all cases and proceedings from that county that are 
pending in the district court of the judicial district from which 






























H.B. No. 79 
judicial district to which the county is added. The judge of each 
affected district court shall sign the proper orders in connection 
with the transfer. 
Sec. 24.029. PROCESSES, WRITS, AND OTHER OBLIGATIONS REMAIN 
VALID. Cal If by an amendment to this chapter a county is removed 
from the composition of an existing judicial district and added to 
another existing or new judicial district, or if an amendment to 
this chapter changes the time or place at which the terms of court 
are held, all processes, writs, bonds, recognizances, and other 
obligations issued from and made returnable to that court before 
the effective date of the transfer or other change are returnable as 
provided by this subsection. An obligation issued from the 
affected court is returnable to another district court in the 
county on the date that court directs, but may not be made 
returnable on a date that is earlier than the date on which the 
obligation was originally returnable. The obligations are legal 
and valid as if the obligations had been made returnable to the 
issuing court. 
Cbl The obligees in all appearance bonds and recognizances 
taken in and for a district court of a county before the effective 
date of an amendment to this chapter, and all witnesses summoned to 
appear before that district court under laws existing before the 
effective date of an amendment to this chapter, are required to 
appear at another district court in the county on the date that 
court directs, but may not be required to appear on a date that is 
earlier than the date on which the obligees or witnesses were 






























H.B. No. 79 
Sec. 24.030. LOCATION OF COURT. (a) A distr ict court 
shall sit in· the county seat for a jury trial in a civil case. The 
commissioners court of the c'ounty may authorize a district court to 
sit in any municipality within the county to hear and determine 
noniury trials in civil cases and to hear and determine motions, 
arguments, and other matters not heard before a jury in a civil case 
that is within the court's jurisdiction. 
(b) The district clerk or the clerk's deputy serves as clerk 
of the court when a court sits in a municipality other than the 
municipality that is the county seat and may transfer: 
(1) all necessary books, minutes, records, and papers 
to that municipality while the court is in session there; and 
(2) the books, minutes, records, and papers back to 
the clerk's office in the county seat at the end of each session. 
(c) If the commissioners court authorizes a district court 
to sit in a municipality other than the municipality that is the 
county seat, the commissioners court shall provide suitable 
facilities for the court in 'that municipality. 
Sec. 24.031. COURT OFFICERS. The prosecuting attorney, the 
sheriff, the district clerk, the bailiffs, and the other officers 
serving the other distr ict courts of the county shall serve in their 
respective capacities for the courts listed in this chapter. 
SECTION 3.05. Subsection (g), Section 25.0362, Government 
Code, is amended to read as follows: 
(g) In matters of concurrent jurisdiction, a judge of a 
county court at law and a judge of a district court in Cass County 






























H.B. No. 79 
of district courts may transfer cases under Section 24.003 
[d4.~Q~1. 
SECTION 3.06. Subsection (w), Section 25.0732, Government 
Code, is amended to read as follows: 
(w) In matters of concurrent jurisdiction, a judge of a 
statutory county court in El Paso County and a judge of a district 
court or another statutory county court in El Paso County may 
transfer cases between the courts in the same manner judges of 
district courts transfer cases under Section 24.003 [d4.3Q~1. 
SECTION 3.07. Subsection (c), Section 25.1672, Government 
Code, is amended to read as follows: 
(c) In matters of concurrent jurisdiction, judges of the 
county courts at law and distr ict courts in the county may exchange 
benches and courtrooms and may' transfer cases between their dockets 
in the same manner that district court judges exchange benches and 
transfer cases under Section 24.003 [d4.~Q~1. 
SECTION 3.08. Subsection (v), Section 25.1862, Government 
Code, is amended to read as follows: 
(v) In matters of concurrent jurisdiction, a judge of a 
county court at law and a ju4ge of a district court or another 
county court at law may transfer cases between the courts in the 
same manner judges of district courts transfer cases under Section 
24.003 [d4.~Q~1. 
SECTION 3.09. Subsection (k), Section 25.2512, Government 
Code, as effective September 1, 2011, is amended to read as follows: 
(k) A judge of a county court at law and a judge of a 






























H.B. No. 79 
jurisdiction may transfer cases between the courts in the same 
manner judges of district courts transfer cases under Section 
24.003 [d4.6Q6]. 
SECTION 3.10. Subsection (k), Section 25.1932, Government 
Code, is amended to read as follows: 
(k) Notwithstanding Section 74.121(b) (1), in matters of 
concurrent jurisdiction, the judge of a county court at law and the 
judges of the distr ict courts in the county may exchange benches and 
courtrooms and may transfer cases between their dockets in the same 
manner that judges of district courts exchange benches and transfer 
cases under Section 24.003 [d4.696]. 
SECTION 3.11. Subdivision (2), Subsection (b), Section 
74.121, Government Code, is amended to read as follows: 
(2) Notwithstanding Subdivision (1), in matters of 
concurrent jurisdiction, a judge of a statutory county court in 
Midland County and a judge of a distr ict court in Midland County may 
exchange benches and courtrooms with each other and may transfer 
cases between their dockets in the same manner that judges of 
district courts exchange benches and transfer cases under Section 
24.003 [d4.696]. 
SECTION 3.12. Subsection (d), Section 659.012, Government 
Code, is amended to read as follows: 
(d) Notwithstanding any other provision in this section or 
other law, in [~] a county with more than five district courts, a 
district judge who serves as a local administrative district judge 
under Section 74.091 is entitled to an annual salary from the state 






























H.B. No. 79 
judge is otherwise entitled [I:1:RBez= Sl:1:sses1;isR (a) (1) j. 
SECTION 3.13. The following provisions of the Government 
Code are repealed: 
(1) Section 24.013; 
(2 ) Sect ion 24.302; 
(3 ) Section 24.303; 
(4) Sect ion 24.304; 
(5 ) Sect ion 24.305; 
(6) Sect ion 24.307; 
(7) Section 24.308; 
(8) Section 24.309; 
(9) Section 24.311; 
(10) 	 Section 24.312; 
( 11) 	 Section 24.313; 
, 
(12 ) 	 Section 24.314; 
(13 ) 	 Section 24.525(b); 
(14) 	 Section 24.526(b); 
(15) 	 Section 24.527(b); 
(16) 	 Sections 24.528(b) and (c) ; and 
(17) 	 Sections 24.529(b) and (c) • 
ARTICLE 4. STATUTORY COUNTY COURTS 
SECTION 4.01. Section 25.0002, Government Code, is amended 
to 	read as follows: 
Sec. 25.0002. DEFINITIONS [Q8FINI'I'IQNj. In this chapter: 
(1) "Criminal law cases and proceedings" includes 
cases and proceedings for allegations of conduct punishable in part 
by confinement in the county jail not to exceed one year. 
12 



























(2) "Family[, "faRIily] law cases and proceedings" 
includes cases and proceedings under Titles 1, 2, 4, and 5, Family 
Code [iRvelviR~.aaapeieRs, sizea zeeelBs, af le.eva! af iisasili~y 
af miaeri1:y af eevertaf e, eAaR~e af RalReS af pareeRs, BailEi 
\felfare» 6lis~eEly, SYllpert aRB reeipl'seal SYllllert, aefJeRaeRSY, 
Re~lee1;, af aeliREflieasy, ,ateIRity, 1:eIlRiaatieR af lJareatal 
ri~A1;s, aiVBI'Se aRe lRarria~e 3RRli!lReat, iRell:iiiR~ 1:ae aijas1:lRea1: sf 
,taperer rirjRtsi Sys1:sB7!' aRa sliiI,eIi: af miRer 6Rilarea iavelvea 
aetieRS iRvelviR§ Baila sY"ert, BtJsteay af lRiRare» aRe \life 9f 
saile aesertieR, aRe iasepeRseat aetiBRS iANTelviR~ eeRtreversiee 
set\1eea ,aleRt: aRa saila, se1:\,;eea pareBes, aRa se1;ueea s,syses]. 
(3) "Juvenile law cases and proceedings" includes all 
•cases and proceedings brought under Title 3, Family Code. 
(4) "Mental health cases and proceedings" includes all 
cases and proceedings brought under Chapter 462, Health and safety 
Code, or Subtitle C or 0, Title 7, Health and Safety Code. 
SECTION 4.02. Subsection (c), Section 25.0003, Government 
Code, is amended to read as follows: 
(c) In addition to other jurisdiction provided by law, a 
statutory county court exercising civil jurisdiction concurrent 
with the constitutional jurisdiction of the county court has 
concurrent jurisdiction with the district court in: 
(1) civil cases in which the matter in controversy 
exceeds $500 but does not exceed $200,000 [$lQQ,QQQ], excluding 






























H.B. No. 79 
attorney's fees and costs, as alleged on the face of the petition; 
and 
(2) appeals of final rulings and decisions of the 
division of workers' compensation of the Texas Department of 
Insurance regarding workers' compensation claims, regardless of 
the amount in controversy. 
SECTION 4.03. Section 25.0004, Government Code, is amended 
by adding Subsections (f) and (g) to read as follows: 
(f) The judge of a statutory county court does not have 
general supervisory control or appellate review of the 
commissioners court. 
(g) A judge of a statutory county court has the judicial 
immunity of a district judge. 
SECTION 4.04. Section 25.0007, Government is amended 
to read as follows: 
Code, 
Sec. 25.0007. JURIES; PRACTICE AND PROCEDURE. (a) The 
drawing of jury panels, selection of jurors, and practice in the 
statutory county courts must conform to that prescribed by law for 
county courts.:.. 
(b) Practice in a statutory county court is that prescribed 
by law for county courts, except that practice, procedure, rules of 
evidence, issuance of process and writs, and all other matters 
pertaining to the conduct of trials and hearings in the statutory 
county courts, other than the number of jurors, that involve those 
matters of concurrent jurisdiction with district courts are 
governed by the laws and rules pertaining to distr ict courts. This 






























H.B. No. 79 
Section 74.093. 
SECTION 4.05. Section 25.0010, Government Code, is amended 
by amending Subsection (b) and adding Subsections (c), (d), (e), 
and (f) to read as follows: 
(b) The county attorney or criminal district attorney [aA4 
sseriffl shall serve each statutory county court as required by 
law. 
(c) A county sheriff shall in person or by deputy attend a 
statutory county court as required by the court. 
12l The county clerk shall serve as clerk of each statutory 
county court. The court officials shall perform the duties and 
responsibilities of their offices and are entitled to the 
compensation, fees, and allowances prescribed by law for those 
offices. 
(e) The 'judge of a statutory county court may appoint the 
personnel necessary for the operation of the court, including a 
court coordinator or administrative assistant, if the 
commissioners court has approved the creation of the position. 
(f) The commissioners court may author ize the employment of 
as many additional assistant district attorneys, assistant county 
attorneys« deputy sheriffs, and clerks as are necessary for a 
statutory county court. 
SECTION 4.06.' (a) Section 25.0014, Government Code, is 
amended to read as follows: 
Sec. 25.0014. QUALIFICATIONS OF JUDGE. The judge of a 
statutory county court must: 






























H.B. No. 79 
(2) be a United States citizen and have resided in the 
county for at least two years before election or appointment; and 
(3) be a licensed attorney in this state who has 
practiced law or served as a judge of a court in this state, or both 
combined, for the four years preceding election or appointment, 
unless otherwise provided for by law. 
(b) The change in law made by this Act to Section 25.0014, 
Government code, does not apply to a person serving as a statutory 
county court judge immediately before the effective date of this 
Act who met the qualifications of Section 25.0014, Government Code, 
as it existed on that date, and the former law is continued in 
effect for determining that person's qualifications to serve as a 
statutory county court judge. 
SECTION 4.07. (a) Subchapter A, Chapter 25, Government 
Code, is amended by adding Sections 25.0016 and 25.00161 to read as 
follows: 
Sec. 25.0016. TERMS OF COURT. The commissioners court, by 
order, shall set at least two terms a year for the statutory county 
court. 
Sec. 25.00161. PRIVATE PRACTICE OF LAW. The regular judge 
of a statutory county court shall diligently discharge the duties 
of the office on a full-time basis and may not engage in the private 
practice of law. 
(b) Section 25.00161, Government Code, as added by this Act, 
applies only to a regular judge serving a term to which the judge is 
elected on or after the effective date of this Act. A judge serving 






























H.B. No. 79 
this Act is governed by the law in effect on the date the judge was 
elected, and that law is continued in effect for that purpose. 
SECTION 4.08. Subsection (t), Section 25.0022, Government 
Code, is amended to read as follows: 
(t) To be eligible for assignment under this section, a 
former or retired judge of a statutory probate court must: 
(1) not have been removed from office; 
(2) certify under oath to the presiding judge, on a 
form prescr ibed by the state board of regional judges, that: 
(A) the judge has not been publicly reprimanded 
or censured by the State Commission on Judicial Conduct; and 
(B) the judge: 
(i) did not resign or retire from office 
after the State Commission on Judicial Conduct notified the judge 
of the commencement of a full investigation into an allegation or 
appearance of misconduct or disability of the judge as provided in 
Section 33.022 and before the final disposition of that 
investigation; or 
(ii) if the judge did resign from office 
under circumstances descr ibed by Subparagraph (i), was not publicly 
reprimanded or censured as a result of the investigation; 
(3) annually demonstrate that the judge has completed 
in the past state fiscal year the educational requirements for an 
active statutory probate court judge; 
(4) have served as an active judge for at least 72 [%] 
months in a distr ict, statutory probate, statutory county, or 






























H.B. No. 79 
(5) have developed substantial experience in the 
judge's area of specialty. 
SECTION 4.09. Section 25.00231, Government Code, is amended 
by amending Subsection (c) and adding Subsection (e) to read as 
follows: 
(C) In lieu of the bond required by Subsection (b), a county 
may elect to obtain insurance or to self-insure in the amount 
required by Subsection (b) against losses caused by the statutory 
probate court judge's gross negligence in performing the duties of 
office. 
(e) This section does not apply to an assigned or visiting 
iudge 	sitting by assignment in a statutory probate court. 
SECTION 4.10. (a) Subchapter B, Chapter 25, Government 
Code, is amended by adding Sections 25.0033, 25.0034, and 25.0035 
to read as follows: 
Sec. 25.0033. QUALIFICATIONS OF JUDGE. The judge of a 
statutory probate court must: 
(1) be at least 25 years of age; 
(2) be a United States citizen and have resided in the 
county for at least two years before election or appointment; and 
(3) be a licensed attorney in this state who has 
pr act iced law or served as a judge of a court in this state, or both 
combined, for the five years .preceding election or appointment, 
unless otherwise provided for by law. 
Sec. 25.0034. PRIVATE PRACTICE OF LAW. The regular judge of 
a statutory probate court shall diligently discharge the duties of 






























H.B. No. 79 
practice of law. 
Sec. 25.0035. TERMS OF COURT. The commissioners court, by 
order, shall set at least two terms a year for the statutory probate 
court. 
(b) Section 25.0033, Government Code, as added by this Act, 
does not apply to a person serving as a statutory probate court 
judge immediately before the effective date of this Act. The 
qualifications of a person serving as a statutory probate court 
judge on the effective date of this Act are governed by the law in 
effect immediately before the effective date of this Act, and the 
former law is continued in effect for that purpose. 
SECTION 4.11. Subsections (g) and (i), Section 25.0042, 
Government Code, are amended to read as follows: 
(g) The district clerk serves as clerk of a county court at 
law in all cases arising under the Family Code and Section 23.001 
and shall estab,lish a separate docket for a county court at law1 the 
county clerk serves as clerk of the court in all other cases. [~ 
eelNRiasieRel'S asart lRay empler as maRY sepae}' saeriffs aRa sailiffs 
as are Reeessary 1:9 serve tAB S9Yl't.] 
(i) [Pl'aetiee iAo a eSl3:R1:y e9ld:l"~ at; lau is 1;8a6 ill"essl'ilaea s!z! 
13'..· fsr eeYR1:y 691:11''66» a.Befit taat jI:laetiee aRB ,presesare» 1'13:186 9£ 
eviaeaee, isslil3Rse sf ,:leeees aRa \lri1:6, aRa all etae!' Rla1:te!'B 
,ertaiRiR9 1:8 tae eSREhis1: sf trials aRa Real'iR98 iR a eeasty SaYEe 
at la,~· iRTJel!JiR~ eases \jRBar tRe Family Seae aRa Geeties ~~ ,991 al'e 
'j8yeraea s!J! '6Rie sastien aHa tRe la-JIB aRa 1'1c1:1es ,ertaiRiR'J 1:e 
Biet:rist sSlute a.RB seliRty selizte .J If a case under the Family Code 
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of 12 member s. 
SECTION 4.12. Subsection (hl, Section 25.0102, Government 
Code, is amended to read as follows: 
(h) [Praatiee is a eS\iRty ealir~ 31: 1.21'.1 is 1:831: Jl'eeeriseEi sy 
la\.' fer eeaR1:y eBal''ES, 9][89,1: taat ,I'aetiee aREl lil'Seeehlre, fales af 
e'liEieRse, iS6li3Rse af ,resses aRa '.,rite» aRa all etaer matters 
fJel"taiRiR~ 1:9 tRe eBRBast: af 'El"ials aRa aeal'iR§S is tRe 6eliRt~r 69lirt 
at la't:1 iR...elyiR~ fam!l}' lar.l eases aRB ,reeeeaiR~s Baal! se !SVerRea 
sy tRis seetisR aRB tRB laue aRa rales ,ertaiRiR~ 1::9 iistl'iet 
881i£ts i 1 If" a family law case or proceeding is tr ied before a jury, 
the jury shall be composed of 12 members; in all other cases the 
jury shall be composed of six members. 
SECTION 4.13. Subsections (el and (fl, Section 25.0132, 
Government Code, are amended to read as follows: 
(el The district clerk serves as clerk of a county court at 
law in family law cases and proceedings, and the county clerk serves 
as clerk of the court in'all other cases. The district clerk shall 
establish a separate docket for a county court at law. [q!Ae. 
eelRRlissieRers eeare lRay em,le}' as lRaRY EielH:lty saBrifis aRa sailiffs 
3S are fleeeSS31!Y 1:9 serve a eel:1Rty eBli:l1: at l~',] 
(f) [Pl'aetiee is a eeliRty e8\:l1"t; at 1311 is taa1: preseriseEi sy 
la'.l fer eeaRer 8SYrts, BJlSe,t taat ,:laetiee aRB ,:lSeeBli:le» :llilee sf 
eyiBeRse» issliaRse sf ,:leseee aRB \1:1'i~s» aRB all S~Re:l' lRa~~e:l'6 
,e:ltaiBiR§" 1:s ~Re eSRByst sf ~:I'ials aRB l:tea:l'iR§8 iR a eS1:Ul~Y eSli:l't 
at laM,' iRYslYiREj falRily la\" eases aRe ,:lseeeBiR§s is t1=lat 
,:leSe:l'iSeB S!f lau fS:l siet:l'iet eSlirts aRB eSliR1:y eSli:l'1:s,] If a 
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be composed of 12 members. 
SECTION 4.14. Subsection (a), Section 25.0202, Government 
Code, is amended to read as follows: 
(a) In addition to the jurisdiction provided by Section 
25.0003 and other law, a county court at law in Bosque County has 
concurrent jurisdiction with the district court in: 
(1) family law cases and proceedings; 
(2) civil cases in which the matter in controversy 
exceeds $500 but does not exceed $200,000 [$199,990], excluding 
interest, court costs, and attorney's fees; and 
(3) contested probate matters under Section ~ [§ Is) ] , 
Texas Probate Code. 
SECTION 4.15. Subsection (b), Section 25.0212, Government 
Code, is amended to read as follows: 
(b) A county court at law does not have [§,eRel'al s\i:Pel'ViS91'Y 
eeR~rel 9!' ap,ellai:e rSllie'tl 9£ 'ERe eeR1lRissieRers saari: er] 
jurisdiction of: 
(1) felony criminal matters; 
(2) suits on behalf.of the state to recover penalties 
or escheated property; 
(3) misdemeanors involving official misconduct; 
(4) contested elections; or 
(5) civil cases in which the matter in controversy 
exceeds $200,000 [$199,999], excluding interest, statutory or 
punitive damages and penalties, and attorney's fees and costs, as 
alleged on the face of the petition. 
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Government Code, are amended to read as follows: 
(a) In addition to the jurisdiction provided by Section 
25.0003 and other law, a statutory county court in Brazoria County 
has concurrent jurisdiction with the district court in: 
(1) civil cases in which the matter in controversy 
exceeds $500 but does not exceed $200,000 [$199,999], excluding 
interest, statutory damages and penalties, and attorney's fees and 
costs, as alleged on the face of the petition; 
(2) appeals of final rulings and decisions of the 
division of workers' compensation of the Texas Department of 
Insurance regarding workers' compensation claims, regardless of 
the amount in controversy; and 
(3) family law cases and proceedings and juvenile 
jur isdiction under Section 23. OOL 
(k) The district clerk serves as clerk of the statutory 
county courts in cases instituted in the district courts in which 
the district courts and statutory county courts have concurrent 
jurisdiction, and the county clerk serves as clerk for all other 
cases. ['JIBe eBRllRiseieRel'S seart may: eRllJley as maRY aaaitieRal 
assistaRt 8zimiRal Eiistl"ist attezRe!2'S, EielU:ity sAeJ'iffs» aRa EielJ'clty 
&19r](6 as are ReeeSSal'}' tie serve tae statli:tiS:fY ee\1Rty eel:1rts.] 
SECTION 4.17. Subsections (e) and (f), Section 25.0302, 
Government Code, are amended to read as follows: 
(e) The district clerk serves as clerk of a county court at 
law in family law cases and proceedings, and the county clerk serves 
as clerk of the court in all other cases and proceedings. The 
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at law. [~Ae eelll:l1liseieHers ee1:ir1: may eRlJ:lley tae 3ssis1:aRt ais1:rie1: 
a1:1:erReys, aepaty sAeriffs, aRa ~ailiff6 Reeessary 1:9 serve eaaa 
S9l:lRty saari: at 13\1:] 
(f) [Pl'aetiee ift a eeaRey SSQr1: at ISM.' is 1:831: ,l'esBl'isea sy 
13\1 fer S9aRty eelarts, e.sepe 'Eaato ,raetiee aRa preeeEi1:lre, rales af 
e\'iaeRSe, iS6l:l3RSe af ,resess aRB \lrits, aRB all etael' matteI's 
,ertaiRiR~ 1:9 1:ae SBRB1::let af 1:l'i316 aRe AeariR~s 1ft a eeaRer sel:l!'1: 
31: 112\1 iRvelviRt!J family la'tl eases aRB IJreeeeiiR~S Baall se ~eyerRea 
sy tRis seetieR aRa taB la\l6 aRa rales pertaisiRg' 1:9 iistris'E 
eelut;s .J If a family law case or proceeding is tr ied before a jury, 
the jury shall be composed of 12 members. 
SECTION 4.18. Subsection (b), Section 25.0312, Government 
Code, is amended to read as follows: 
(b) A county court at law does not have [ljeReral sliiler...isery 
eeRt.rel er a,fJellate revier.1 af "liRe 9sRlIRissieRers eBart B;r] 
jurisdiction of: 
( 1) felony cases other than wr its of habeas corpus; 
(2) misdemeanors involving official misconduct; 
(3) contested elections; or 
(4) appeals from county court. 
SECTION 4.19. Subsection (b), Section 25.0362, Government 
Code, is amended to read as follows: 
(b) A county court at law does not have [ljeReral sliiler...isery 
aaRtrel er appellate reviBu ei tAB e91R1Rissi9RBI'S &91:11'1= 91'] 
jur isdiction of: 
(1) misdemeanors involving official misconduct; 
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or escheated property; 
(3) contested elections; 
(4) suits in which the county is a party; or 
(5) felony cases involving capital murder. 
SECTION 4.20. Subsection (f), Section 25.0482, Government 
Code, is amended to read as follows: 
(f) The district clerk serves as clerk of a county court at 
law for family law cases and proceedings, and the county clerk 
serves as clerk for all other cases and proceedings. [~ae aie~~ie~ 
sle]!'];: 81;a11 es"t:aslisA a separate aaeh.et far a eSl:iR1:y Beare at 13".'. 
':PRe eeRlRissisRere eS'elI'1: lRay eml11ey as maRY aeeiet:aRt 89l3:R'E}' 
atterRe}'s» aeIHl1:}' sael'iffs» aRe sailiffs as are ReeeSS3.ry 1;9 sel'\'e 
tae eeaRey eSl!Irts at lauu] 
SECTION 4.21. Subsection (g), Section 25.0632, Government 
Code, is amended to read as follows: 
(g) [hUlB Feljlila~ly iHlpaRelea iel ~ae \feel' sy 'cae aiehie'c 
e9l:!:fte af QeRteR QSl:lR1:y lWclst iRe!\iSe slJf£ieieflt Rl:lmSel'S te SB.ye iR 
tRe statytery essRty e8YI"ES aRe statatery ,;resate aBaEte as ue11 as 
tae Eiistl'iet aBarte. 'iRe jl:lI'SI'S BRall se maBe availaBle sy tae 
aie~~ie~ jlialje as Reeessa~y.l The jury in a statutory county court 
or statutory probate court in all civil or criminal matters is 
composed of 12 members, except that in misdemeanor criminal cases 
and any other case in which the court has jurisdiction that under 
general law would be concurrent with the county court, the jury is 
composed of six members. 
SECTION 4.22. Subsection (r), Section 25.0732, Government 
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(r) Section [See~ieRs) 25.0006(b) does [aRB d§.9997 Be) not 
'. apply to County Court at Law No.2, 3, 4, 5, 6, or 7 of El Paso 
County, Texas. 
SECTION 4.23. Subsection (a), Section 25.0733, Government 
Code, is amended to read as follows: 
(a) Sections 25.0732(9) and [d§.97~d(B), (A), (i), (;3), 
(m), (R), (e), <:11), (EiI),] (r)[, aRB (v)), relating to county courts 
at law in El Paso County, apply to a statutory probate court in El 
Paso County. 
SECTION 4.24. Subsections (i) and (1), Section 25.0862, 
Government Code, are amended to read as follows: 
(i) ['I'Be elex], ei ~Be stat"tltery ee\iflty e9lixts aRs sta1c'kltexy 
~zB~a~e BB~Z~ sAall kee~ a sB~aza~B BBBkB~ fBz BaBA BB~Z~.) The 
clerk shall tax the official court reporter's fees as costs in civil 
actions in the same manner as the fee is taxed in civil cases in the 
district courts. [WAe Bis~zie~ elezlt sn'JBS as Blnlt ef ~Ae ee~R~Y 
88lir1is iR a saliee sf aeeieR al'isiR! liRae!' tAe FaIRil!!' Sese aR8 3ft 
a,peal sf a fiRal xyliR! er aeaisisR 8£ 'ERe EiiTJisieR af t18r](eI'S I 
eempeRsatieR sf eRe 'ieJI3S QefJari:meR'E af IflSliraRse l'e!3I'iiR! 
t1Sr](elS' eBlRtaBRsatieR 9131ms, aRa tae S8QRty S18I]( S8l'V8S as 8181']( 
sf tAe sayre is all etaB:! eases.] 
(1) Each reporter may be made available when not engaged in 
proceedings in their court to report proceedings in all other 
courts. [Praetiee, a"eals, aRe '.11'11:6 af ellel ift a sta1Hi1:ery 
SBl:1Rty esyrt aI's as l1!'es8l'iseEi sy lal[;1 Eer ee'tlRty SBl:1:XtS aRa eel:lRty 
BB~Z~S a~ lau.) Appeals and wr its of error may be taken from 
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Galveston County and the judges, in civil and criminal cases, in the 
manner prescribed by law for appeals and writs of error. Appeals 
from interlocutory orders of the County Courts Nos. 1, 2, and 3 
appointing a receiver or overruling a motion to vacate or appoint a 
receiver may be taken and are governed by the laws relating to 
appeals from similar orders of district courts. 
SECTION 4.25. Subsection (fl, Section 25.0962, Government 
Code, is amended to read as follows: 
(f) [Praeeiee iR a eSQRty eel:l:r~ at l~i' is 1::Aat j)l"ess;riJaeEi s!t' 
1;2\.' fer eS\iRty SB'c1rts, 8][68111: taat ,1'361:i69 aRa ,reeeSl:l1'9, ralee af 
eviEieRee, iSSyaRee af pressss aRi ;,ri'£8, aRi all etaer matters 
pertaiRin~ 1:9 tae eeRB1:1:st Bf trials aRB heariR~S ift a eSQRty seart 
at la'.1 iRvel'\'iR! eases iR tRe eeart's S9RSQl"1'8Rt jal'iesietisR nita 
1:~e aietris'S 691:1:1'1: BAall se ~everReEi Jay tAie eeetieR aRB tke l~ls 
aRe I'liles 13er1:aiRiRg 'Sa &i81:r1&1: eel:1rts as uell as eSYR'iy BSl:1rte.] 
If a case in the court's concurrent jurisdiction with the district 
court is tried before a jury, the jury shall be composed of 12 
members. 
SECTION 4.26. Subsection (al, Section 25.1033, Government 
Code, is amended to read as follows: 
(al A county criminal court at law in Harris County has the 
cr iminal jur isdiction provided by law for county courts, concurrent 
jurisdiction with civil statutory county courts for Harris County 
to hear appeals of the suspension of a dr iver' s license and or iginal 
proceedings regarding occupational driver's licenses, and 
appellate jurisdiction in appeals of criminal cases from justice 
courts and municipal courts in the county. 
26 


























SECTION 4.27. Subsection (g), Section 25.1042, Government 
Code, is amended to read as follows: 
(g) The criminal district attorney is entitled to the same 
fees prescribed by law fqr prosecutions in the county court. [~ 
s91R1RiesisRers SByrt lRay emilIe}' as maRY aaiitieRal aeliQ~Y saeriife 
aRB eler)ts as are ReeeSS3IY 1:9 Sel'V8 a SaYRe}' eS\::lIli at larJi.] 
. SECTION 4.28. Subsections (e) and (f), Section 25.1072, 
Government Code, are amended to read as follows: 
(e) The county clerk serves as clerk of a county court at 
law, except that the district clerk serves as clerk of the court in 
family law cases and proceedings. The distr ict clerk shall 
establish a separate docket for a county court at law. [~ 
s9lR1RiesieRel"S ee\izt IRa}' eRljJley as lRaRY assis1:aRt Elis1;l"isE 
a1;1;erAeys, ie,ll'EY 6'Reriffs, 3R8 Bailiffs as are Reeessar.y 1:8 selve 
1;Re 881:1:£1;. J 
•
(f) [Praetise iR a SaYRe}, seYrt 31: la'tl ie 1;aat illeselisea sy 
evie1eAse» iSSQaRSe af pI9seS6 aRa 'Ji!'its, aRB stAei( matteI's 
,ertaiRiR§ 1:8 tAe eeRS\:lst; sf trials aRB BealiR~S :iR a eel:lR1:71' eeQrt 
at lav iRvelviR~ family la'tl eases aRa InreeeeEliR~s al'8 !9-.reIRea sy 
as \,'ell as sS1:iR1;y SS1:iz1;s .J If a family law case or proceeding is 
tr ied before a jury, the jury shall be composed of 12 members. 
SECTION 4.29. Subsection (b), Section 25.1142, Government 
Code. is amended to read as follows: 
(b) A county court at law does not have [ljeRezal sliilezvisery 
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jurisdiction of: 
(1) civil cases in which the amount in controversy 
exceeds $200,000 [$199,9991, excluding interest; 
(2) felony jury tr ials; 
(3) suits on behalf of the state to recover penalties 
or escheated property; 
(4) misdemeanors involving official misconduct; or 
(5) contested elections. 
SECTION 4.30. Subsection (b), Section 25.1182, Government 
Code, is amended to read as follows: 
(b) A county court at law's civil jurisdiction concurrent 
with the district court in civil cases is limited to cases in which 
the matter in controversy does not exceed $200,000. A county court 
at law does not have [§'eReza1 sIJ:I;lezyisezy eeRtze1 ez aJ;l:l;le11ate 
revie't:1 sf 1iae s9RllRissieRers 89l:irt er] jur isdiction of: 
(1) suits on behalf of this state to recover penalties 
or escheated property; 
(2) felony cases involving capital murder; 
(3) misdemeanors involving official misconduct; or 
(4) contested elections. 
SECTION 4.31. Subsection (b), Section 25.1312, Government 
Code, is amended to read as follows: 
(b) A statutory county court in Kaufman County does not have 
[~e:Re!'al 6\ii1ervi6er~r saRtral eo! ap,ellate revieu af tile 
eelllRl;iss;ieAezs eeIJzt 9;(1 jurisdiction of: 
(1) felony cases involving capital murder; 
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or escheated property; 
(3) misdemeanors involving official misconduct; or 
(4) contested elections. 
SECTION 4.32. Subsection (m), Section 25.1542, Government 
Code, is amended to read as follows: 
(m) [Prae1;iee aRB jureSeaa1'8 aRe 1'1:118e af eviieRse geverRiR~ 
trials is aRB 3fi3~ealB fram a eeaRty saari; 3"ly 1:9 a eeasty aeaft a1: 
laz.l, elEseJt taa1: Jrae1::iee aRB J!'eseaare, :lyles af 8Yiaesse» 
iSSl:lClRSe af presees aRa \l:rits, aRB all etas I' lRattel"S ,el'taiRi:R~ 1:9 
tae eSSBas1:: af trials aRa AeariR~s iRr:alviR~ family laou eases aRa 
JI'SeeeeiR,!s 6Rall se geverRea S~f 1iaie eeeeiaa aRa 1:a8 1a,.78 aRa ralee 
,ertaiRiR§ 1:9 aistriet eearts as \1e11 as eeliR1:y eBerts,] In family 
law cases, jur ies shall be composed of 12 members. 
SECTION 4.33. Subsection (g), Section 25.1652, Government 
Code, is amended to read as follows: 
(g) [Pl"aetiee iR a ee1:lRty ee1:l1"t at 1~, is tAat 1l1"es8l'ililee lily 
1a\1 fel' eSliR1iy esarts» euee,1: 'l51:lat ,l'ae1;iee aRa ,reeeSQI'8» I'liles af 
eviEiesse, issliaRse af ilreees6 aRa r.lrits, aRe all etaer matters 
,extaiRin~ 1;8 1:l=le e8R8l!et 8f 1:J:iale aRB l=leaJ:iR~B iWl8lzJiR! family 
Ian Rlatte!'B aHa li;reseeaiR-,B Baall se "e'J8!'Re.B sy tais seeti9R aRB 
tAe 1a'Jis aRe 1"1:I1es llel"taiRiRIj te eistl"iet ee1:l1"ts.] If a family law 
case is tr ied before a jury, the jury shall be composed of 12 
members. 
SECTION 4.34. Subsection (i), Section 25.1762, Government 
Code, is amended to read as follows: 
(i) ['~ae laue !eve;rRiR~ tae s;ra'O"iR!, seleetieR, seJviee, 
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Jarers re~\ilarly im,aRelea fer a TJiee]t Jay a aistl"i9~ eS1:iI"t; IRa!!', a~ 
tae reEIl:iest af tae j\ia§e af a ee1:lRty eelil't at lau, se ERase a''1ai!aele 
sy tAB aistriet ja8§8 is tHe RamBerS re~estea aRa Baall serve fer 
tAe \leeli if!: tAe e9Qf!:ty 99Qlt at lar.,.] In matters of concurrent 
jurisdiction with the district court, if a party to a suit files a 
written request for a 12-member jury with the clerk of the county 
court at law at a reasonable time that is not later than 30 days 
before the date the suit is set for trial, the jury shall be 
composed of 12 members. 
SECTION 4.35. Subsection (b), Section 25.1772, Government 
Code, is amended to read as follows: 
(b) A county court at law does not have [§'eRelal SQIleIVis9IY 
99R1::1'91 Bl' ati~ellate l'e1;'ie\1 af eRe eelRlRissieRers S9l:ll't 91'] 
jur isdiction of: 
(1) suits on behalf of this state to recover penalties 
or escheated property; 
(2) felony cases involving capital murder; 
(3) misdemeanors involving official misconduct; or 
(4) contested elections. 
SECTION 4.36. Subsection (e), Section 25.1892, Government 
Code, is amended to read as follows: 
(e) [~Re eS1:iRty a1:reerRey eE aistl'iet attszRey eel'vee a 
99Qf!:ty 99Qlt at lau as IeEf1iirea sy tAe jQs§'e .] The district clerk 
serves as clerk of a county court at law in cases enumerated in 
Subsection (a) (2), and the county clerk serves as clerk in all other 
cases. The district clerk shall establish a separate docket for a 
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3aiitieRal assistaR'E se\iRt~' atteIRe!l'B» seIlQe}' eael' ifis» aRB slerlEs 
as are aeeessa£y ~e serve a esy:r:tot}' 89111Pt; at larJI.] 
SECTION 4.37. Subsection (i), Section 25.1932, Government 
Code, is amended to read as follows: 
(i) [praetiee i8 a eSYR1:}' ee\:il'1: at la\" is t8at Jl'es9l'iseEi sy 
1a\1 fer ee\lRty e9al'1:s, 8.6ept 1:aat pzaetiee aRa jlreeeehlre» I'l:lles Bf 
eviaeBse J iesU:3ase af preesee aaEl TJ11 its, aHa all etaal mattelB 
peJtaiRiRg 1:9 tRe eeaBaet af trials aRe seariRgs i8 a eSQRty es\:urt 
at 13:1.1 iRYslviR'J eases is tae e9Yl't ' s eeRSQIl'ea'E jl:ll'isEiie1:ieR ui1:R 
tae Eiistriet esyrt Baall se 'J9verReEi sy tais seatieR aRa tae latls 
aRe lyles pertaiRiag 1;9 8is1:ri9'1; sayres as \:el1 as eSYRty sayres.] 
If a case in the court's concurrent jurisdiction with the district 
court is tried before a jury, the jury shall be composed of 12 
metnbers. 
SECTION 4.38. Subsection (b), Section 25.2012, Government 
Code, is amended to read as follows: 
(b) A county court at law does not have [!eRBzal sli!IeZVisBzy 
eeA1:rel Bl a,pellate re'\'ie\1 ef tAe 8eINRissieRel'B S9a!''' 91'] 
jurisdiction of: 
(1) felony cases involving capital murder; 
(2) suits on behalf of the state to recover penalties 
or escheated property; 
(3) misdemeanors involving official misconduct; or 
(4) contested elections. 
SECTION 4.39. Subsection (n), Section 25.2142, Government 
Code, is amended to read as follows: 
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£eeeive fer se!'viees aeel:iall!t' ,erfer.sa eRe same aa8liR'I: af 
eempeRsatieR as tRe £e~la£ 3Q8!e,] A former judge sitting as a 
visiting judge of a county court at law is entitled to receive for 
services performed the same amount of compensation that the regular 
judge receives, less an amount equal to the pro rata annuity 
received from any state, district, or county retirement fund. An 
active judge sitting as a visiting judge of a county court at law is 
entitled to rec.eive for services performed the same amount of 
compensation that the regular judge receives, less an amount equal 
to the pro rata compensation received from state or county funds as 
salary, including supplements. 
SECTION 4.40. (a) Subsection (b), Section 25.2222, 
Government Code, as amended by Chapter 22 (S.B. 124), Acts of the 
72nd Legislature, Regular Session, 1991, and Chapter 265 (H.B. 7), 
Acts of the 79th Legislature, Regular Session, 2005, is reenacted 
and amended to read as follows: 
(b) A county court at law has concurrent jurisdiction with 
the distr ict court in: 
(1) civil cases in which the matter in controversy 
exceeds $500 and does not exceed $200,000 [$199,999], excluding 
mandatory damages and penalties, attorney)s fees, interest, and 
costs; 
(2) nonjury family law cases and proceedings; 
(3) final rulings and decisions of the division of 
workers' compensation of the Texas Department of Insurance 
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(4) eminent domain proceedings, both statutory and 
inverse, regardless of the amount in controversy; 
(5) suits to decide the issue of title to real or 
personal property; 
(6) suits to recover damages for slander or defamation 
of character; 
(7 ) suits for the enforcement of a lien on real 
property; 
(8) suits for the forfeiture of a corporate charter; 
(9) suits for the t~ ial of the right to property valued 
at $200 or more that has been levied on under a writ of execution, 
sequestration, or attachment; and 
(10) suits for the recovery of real property. 
(b) Subsection (b), Section 25.2222, Government Code, as 
amended by Chapter 746 (H.B. 66), Acts of the 72nd Legislature, 
Regular Session, .1991, is repealed as duplicative of Subsection 
(b), Section 25.2222, Government Code, as amended by Subsection (a) 
of this section. 
SECTION 4.41. Subsection (a), Section 25.2232, Government 
Code, is amended to read as follows: 
(a) In addition to the jurisdiction provided by Section 
25.0003 and other law, a county court at law in Taylor County has: 
(1) concurrent jurisdiction with the county court in 
the trial of cases involving insanity and approval of applications 
for admission to state hospitals and special schools if admission 
is by application; and 
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civil cases in which the matter in controversy exceeds $500 but does 
not exceed $200,000 [$lQQ I QQQ], excluding interest. 
SECTION 4.42. Subsection (i), Section 25.2352, Government 
Code, is amended to read as follows: 
(i) [Praetiee iR a eeliRty eel:lrt at lau is tI:tat ~res6risea sy 
13\1 fer eel:lBty aBarts, enselJt 1:Ra15 IJraetiee aRe. IJreee~lire, ryles af 
eviaeRse» iSS1:iaRS8 af ~r$eess aRB uIits, aRe all etaB!' mat1:ere 
,ertaiRiR~ 1:9 tAe eaRBust sf trials aRB aeariRge iRvalviag family 
laTJI eases alui ~!'eeeeQiR~S BRall lae ~eue!'ReEl lay tRia seetieR aRB 1i1:l8 
laus aBa F1:lles 1Ie;r=l;aiBiB~ =l;s ais=l;Fie=l; eS1:lF=I;s .] If a family law case 
is tried before a jury, the jury shall be composed of 12 members. 
SECTION 4.43. Subsection (i), Section 25.2382, Government 
Code, is amended to read as follows: 
(i) [Praetiee 1:8 a e9YRey BBlJlft at lau ie 1:Rat ,I8serisei sy 
13\1 fer ealiRtll S9li:ltS, e:Hee,t 15Ra"l: ,.raetiee aRa IJreeeBli£e, I'l:Iles sf 
evieease, iSSl:l:aRSe af ,reeess aRa ,.Trite, aRB all etaer matters 
,el"taiRiR! 1:9 'ERe 6e~al:iet af 1:riale aRB aeal'iRge ii'l a eel1Rt~f eaari:: 
at lar., iR'/elviRg matters eSliHlera-eea is il:lsseeties (3) (;~) (R) er (£) 
saa11 Be ~eyerFlei By tRia seetisB aRB tae 1a'.18 aBB zyles ,ertaiFliB~ 
=l;e aishie=l; ee1:lF=I;s.] If a family law case liB S1:lSSes=I;ieB (a) (iI) (8) 
SF (Q)] is tried before a jury, the jury shall be composed of 12 
members. 
SECTION 4.44. (a) Subsection (a') , Section 25.2421, 
Government Code, is amended to read as follows: 
(a) Webb County has the following statutory county courts: 
(1) the County Court at Law No.1 of Webb County; [aM] 
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(3) the County Court at Law No. 3 of Webb County. 
(b) Notwithstanding Subsection (a), Section 25.2421, 
Government Code, as amended by this Act, the County Court at Law No. 
3 of Webb County is created January 1, 2031, or on an earlier date 
determined by the Commissioners Court of Webb County by an order 
entered in its minutes. 
SECTION 4.45. Subsections (g) and (h), Section 25.2422, 
Government Code, are amended to read as follows: 
(g) The district attorney of the 49th Judicial District 
serves as district attorney of a county court at law, except that 
the county attorney of Webb County prosecutes all juvenile, child 
welfare, mental health, and other civil cases in which the state is 
a party. The distr ict clerk serves as clerk of a county court at law 
in the cases enumerated in Subsection (a)(2), and the county clerk 
serves as clerk of a county court at law in all other cases. [~ 
eSlMlissieRe!6 ee~i[t may em,le~r as maRY 8epll"~Y saeriffs aREI laailiffs 
as are Reeessary =tie serve 'iRe 88l:irli.] 
(h) [Praetiee aRe ,:r;seesa:le» lyles sf eviEieRse» issa3Rse sf 
,ree9s8 aHa \Irits, aRe all stAsr mat1:el'S ,el'1:aiRiR~ 1:9 tAe eeRB'clst 
af tl'ials aRe AeariR~S is a SSYRe!!' eS\lI"S ali Ian iRvel~'liR~ taese 
matters sf eeRSlirreRt jYlisiietisR eRY.elates is SasseetieR 
(a) (;~) (i) 9£ (e) are geyerReEl BY tsis eeetiea aRe tae laue aRa 1'1:Iles 
,er1;aiRiR~ 1:8 aistriet ee"tlr1:s, as T;iTe11 as e8\lRty eSlll'1:s,] If a 
family law case [esl:lRle~a'eea is Sl:lssee'eies (a) (:1) (i) B~ (~) 1 is 
tried before a jury, the jury shall be composed of 12 members. 
SECTION 4.46. Subsections (d) and (k), Section 25.2452, 
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(d) A county court at law does not have jur isdiction of: 
(1) a case under: 
(A) the Alcoholic Beverage Code; 
(B) the Elect ion Code; or 
(C) the Tax Code; 
(2 ) a matter over which the district court has 
exclusive jurisdiction; or 
(3) a civil case, other than a case under the Family 
Code or the Texas Probate Code, in which the amount in controversy 
is: 
(A) less than the maximum amount in controversy 
allowed the justice court in Wichita County; or 
(B) more than $200,000 [$lQQ,QQQ], exclusive of 
punitive or exemplary damages, penalties, interest, costs, and 
attorney's fees. 
(k) Except as otherwise required by law, if a case is tried 
before a jury, the jury shall be composed of six members and may 
render verdicts by a five to one margin in civil cases and a 
unanimous verdict in criminal cases. ['rAe lw.fs Ij'S'leHliRIj' liAe 
i¥~'iR~, seles~ieR, selvisa, aRi ~ay af jurare fel a9YRty 6SYltS 
iifif)ly 1:e tRe ee\:l:Rt~1 eSYl'ts at Ian: dyrerS reEj1::11arl71' ilRl1aRelea fer a 
'.·89]( By a 8181:l'i81; aBQrt lRa~r, 9ft leEfYee1: 9£ tAe ee13:Rty jl:1B~e 
euereisiag tAe jariesietieR ,revises sy t~is seeties Sf a eSYRty 
eS1:ir1: a1: Ian jYB§9, se masa ~..ailasle aRa BRall eel"ve fer taB '.'8e]( 
i1'1 tHe eS\lRty eBtioEt BE e9l:iR1:y seari: at 11M.... ] 
SECTION 4.47. Subsection (h), Section 25.2462, Government 
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(h) [~Re ee1:l:R~Y a~~9l'Rey aRB ~Re ee1:l:R~Y sReriff sRa;!,;!, a~~eRa 
a ee1:l:R~Y ee1:l:r.~ a'l; ;!,~i as reEl1:1:ireB sy ~Re j1:l:Blje .] The distr ict clerk 
serves as clerk of a county court at law in family law cases and 
proceedings, and the county clerk serves as clerk of the court in 
all other cases and proceedings. 
SECTION 4.48. Subsection (i), Section 25.2482, Government 
Code, is amended to read as follows: 
(i) [~ae S9liR1:71' atterRey aRB tae SaYRe}! sRe;riff eRall atteRs 
a ee1:l:R~y ee1:l:r~ a'l; ;!,~: as reEl1:1:ireB sy 'l;Re 31:l:Blje.] The district clerk 
serves as clerk of a county court at law in family law cases and 
proceedings, and the county clerk serves as clerk of the court in 
all other cases and proceedings. 
SECTION 4.49. Subsection (e), Section 25.2512, Government 
Code, as effective September 1, 2011, is amended to read as follows: 
(e) In addition to the qualifications required by Section 
25.0014, a regular judge of a county court at law must have the 
qualifications of a district judge as required by Section 7, 
Article V, Texas Constitution. [A s~eej,al j1:l:Blje ef a ee1:l:R~Y ee1:l:r~ 
at 112·\1 "ita the same ~alifieatieRs as tAe l'e~\ilal' jaage may se 
atlI19iRtea is tRe maRRel' pl'9'liiei By la", fer tRe a,I1BiRtm9Rt sf a 
s,asial eel:lRt!!' jl:i8tje. A silaeial jl:1Ei~e is 991:11:198 '£9 tAe Bame rate 
af eBlRlleRsa1:ieR as tRe :re~Qlar j\ia~e.] 
SECTION 4.50. (a) The following provisions of the 
Government Code are repealed: 
(1) Subsections (b), (d), (f), and (j), Section 
25.0042; 
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25.0052; 
(3) Subsections (b), (d), (f), and (i), Section 
25.0102; 
(4) Subsections (d), (g), and (h), Section 25.0132; 
(5) Subsections (c) and (e) , Section 25.0152; 
(6) Subsections (b), (f), (g), (h), and (i), Section 
25.0162; 
(7) Subsections (d), (k), (1), (m), (n), (0), (q), 
(s), and (t), Section 25.0172; 
(8) Subsections (c), (d), (h), (i), and (k), Section 
25.0173; 
(9) Subsections (c), (d), and (g), Section 25.0202; 
(10) Subsections (c), (e), and (g), Section 25.0212; 
(11) Subsections (d), (e), (i), (j), and (n), Section 
25.0222; 
(12) Subsections (b), (d), (f), (h), and (i), Section 
25.0232; 
(13) Subsections (b), (c), and (e), Section 25.0272; 
(14) Subsections (b), (c), (g), (h), and (i), Section 
25.0292; 
(15) Subsections (b), (d), and (g), Section 25.0302; 
(16) Subsections (c), (e), and (j), Section 25.0312; 
(17) Subsections (e), (g), (i), (k), (1), and (m), 
Section 25.0332; 
(18) Subsection (c), Section 25.0362; 
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(20) Subsections (b), (c), and (d), Section 25.0452; 
(21) Subsections (a), (c), (d), and (e), Section 
25.0453; 
(22) Subsections. (b), (d), (e), (g), and (h), Section 
25.0482; 
(23) Subsections (a), (b), (d), (g), and (h), Section 
25.0512; 
(24) Subsections (b), (d), (f), and (g), Section 
25.0522; 
(25) Subsections (b), (h), (i), (j), and (k), Section 
25.0592; 
(26) 	 Subsections (d), (f), (g), (h), (i), and (j), 
.rSection 25.0593; 
(27) Subsections (d), (e),· (g), (h), (i), (j), and 
(k), Section 25.0594; 
(28) Subsections (c), (d), (f), and (g), Section 
25.0595; 
(29) Section 25.0596; 
(30) Subsections (a), (b), and (d), Section 25.0632; 
(31) Subsections (b), (g), (h), (j), (k), and (1), 
Section 25.0702; 
(32) Subsections (b), (d), (f), (j), and (k), Section 
25.0722; 
(33) Subsections (d), (g), (h), (i), (j), (m), (n), 
(0), (p), (s), and (v), Section 25.0732; 
(34) Subsections (c), (d), and (f), Section 25.0733; 
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(36) Subsections (d), (f), (h), (j), and (1), Section 
25.0812; 
(37) Subsections (f) and (j), Section 25.0862; 
(38) Subsections (e), (f), and (i), Section 25.0932; 
(39) Subsections (c), (f), (g), (j), and (k), Section 
25.0942; 
(40) Subsections (d), (e), and (g), Section 25.0962; 
(41) Subsections (d), (e), (g), (h), and (k), Section 
25.1032; 
(42) Subsections (d), (e), (f), (m), and (0), Section 
25.1033; 
(43) Subsections (c), (h), (k), and (ll, Section 
25.1034; 
(44) Subsections (b), (d), (f), (h), and (i), Section 
25.1042; 
(45) Subsections (b), (d), (g), and (h), section 
25.1072; 
(46) Subsections (e), (f), (1), and (0), Section 
25.1092; 
(47) Subsections (d), (e), (h), (i), (j), and (1), 
Section 25.1102; 
(48) Section 25.1103; 
(49) Subsections (b), (c), (f), and (k), Section 
25.1112; 
(50) Subsections (f), (g), (h), (j), (1), (m), and 
(p), Section 25.1132; 





























H.B. No. 79 
(52) Subsections (b), (e), (f), (h), and (i), Section 
25.1152; 
(53) Subsections (c), (e), and (h), Section 25.1182; 
(54) Subsections (c), (g), and (i), Section 25.1252; 
(55) Subsections (b), (d), (f), (h), and (i), Section 
25.1282; 
(56) Subsections (d), (e), (i), (k), (1), and (n), 
Section 25.1312; 
(57) Subsections (d), (e), (f), (i), and (j), Section 
25.1322; 
(58) Subsections (d) and (h) , Section 25.1352; 
(59) Subsections (e), (g), and (i), Section 25.1392; 
(60) Subsections (b), (c), (e), (h), (i), and (k), 
Section 25.1412; 
(61) Subsections (d), (g), (h), (1), and (m), Section 
25.1482; 
(62) Subsections (f), (i), (k), and (n), Section 
25.1542; 
(63) Subsections (e), (f), and (g), Section 25.1572; 
(64) Subsections (d), (f), and (h), Section 25.1652; 
(65) Subsections (b) and (f), Section 25.1672; 
(66) Subsections (b), (cl, and (g), Section 25.1722; 
(67) Subsections (d), (el, (f), (h), and (i), Section 
25.1732; 
(68) Subsections (b), (e), (f), and (h), Section 
25.1762; 
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(70) Subsections (e), (f), (h), (i), and (j), Section 
25.1792; 
(71) Subsections (c), (h), (i), (j), (k), (ll, and 
(q), Section 25.1802; 
(72) Subsections (b), (d), and (j), Section 25.1832; 
(73) Subsections (e), (f), and (i), Section 25.1852; 
(74) Subsections (c), (f), (h), (i), (j), (m), (n), 
(p), (q), and (u), Section 25.1862; 
(75) Subsection (d), Section 25.1892; 
(76) Subsections (e), (g), (i), (j), and (k), Section 
25.1902; 
(77) Subsections (b), (c), (f), (h), and (j), Section 
25.1932; 
(78) Subsections (b), (d), (f), (h), and (j), Section 
25.1972; 
(79) Subsections (d), (e), (i), (k), (l), and (n), 
Section 25.2012; 
(80) Subsections (c), (e), and (h), Section 25.2032; 
(81) Subsections (c), (e), (f), (h), and (i), Section 
25.2072; 
(82) Subsections (c), (e), (i), (r), (t), and (u), 
Section 25.2142; 
(83) Subsections (d), (f), (h), (j), and (k), Section 
25.2162; 
(84) Subsections (c), (g), (h), (i), (k), and (n), 
Section 25.2222; 
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25.2223; 
(86) Subsections (b) , (c) , (f) , (g) , (i) , and (j ) , 
Section 25.2224; 
(87) Subsections (b) , (e), (f) , and (g) , Section 
25.2232; 
(88) Subsections (b) , (d) , (f) , (g) , (i) , and (j ) , 
Sect ion 25.2282; 
(89) Subsections (b), (e) , (i) , (k), and (1), Section 
25.2292; 
(90) Subsections (e), (f) , (g) , (k), and (1), Section 
25.2293; 
(91) Subsections (b), (d) , (f) , (g), and (j), Section 
25.2352; 
(92) Subsections (c) , (e), and (h), Section 25.2362; 
(93) Subsections (c) , (f) , (g) , (h), and (i), Section 
25.2372; 
(94) Subsections (b) , (d) , (f) , and (j) , Section 
25.2382; 
(95) Subsections (b) , (d) , (f) , and (j) , Section 
25.2392; 
(96) Subsections (b), (d) , (f) , (i), and (k), Section 
25.2412; 
(97) Subsections (b), ·(d), (f), (i), and (j), Section 
25.2422; 
(98) Subsections (f), (h), and (j), Section 25.2452; 
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(100) Subsections (d), (e), (f), (h), (j), and (k), 
Section 25.2482; and 
(101) Subsections (b) and (i), Section 25.2512. 
(b) The repeal of Subsection (d), Section 25.1042", and 
Subsection (d), Section 25.2162, Government Code, apply only to a 
regular judge serving a term for which the judge is elected on or 
after the effective date of this Act. A judge serving a term for 
which the judge was elected before the effective date of this Act is 
governed by the law in effect on the date the judge was elected, and 
that law is continued in effect for that purpose. 
ARTICLE 5. PROVISIONS RELATING TO JUSTICE AND SMALL CLAIMS COURTS 
SECTION 5.01. (a) Subsection (a) , Section 27.005, 
Government Code, is amended to read as follows: 
(al For purposes of removal under Chapter 87, Local 
Government Code, "incompetency" in the case of a justice of the 
peace includes the failure of the justice to successfully complete: 
(1) within one year after the date the justice is first 
elected, an 80-hour course in the performance of the justice's 
duties; and 
(2) each following year, a 20-hour course in the 
performance of the justice's duties, including not less than 10 
hours of instruction regarding substantive, procedural, and 
evidentiary law in civil matters. 
(b) Subsection (a), Section 27.005, Government Code, as 
amended by this section, applies to a justice of the peace serving 
on or after the effective date of this article, regardless of the 
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SECTION 5.02. Subchapter C, Chapter 27, Government Code, is 
amended by adding Section 27.060 to read as follows: 
Sec. 27.060. SMALL CLAIMS. (a) A justice court shall 
conduct proceedings in a small claims case, as that term is defined 
by the supreme court, in accordance with rules of civil procedure 
promulgated by the supreme court to ensure the fair, expeditious, 
and inexpensive resolution of small claims cases. 
(b) Except as provided by Subsection (c), rules of the 
supreme court must provide that: 
(1) if both parties appear, the judge shall proceed to 
hear the case; 
(2) formal pleadings other than the statement are not 
required; 
(3) the judge shall hear the testimony of the parties 
and the witnesses that the parties produce and shall consider the 
other evidence offered; 
(4) the hearing is informal, with the sole objective 
being to dispense speedy justice between the parties; 
(5) discovery is limited to that considered 
appropriate and permitted by the judge; and 
(6) the judge shall develop the facts of the case, and 
for that purpose may question a witness or party and may summon any 
party to appear as a witness as the judge considers necessary t.o a 
correct judgment and speedy disposition of the case. 
(c) The rules of the supreme court must provide specific 
procedures for an action by: 
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br ing an action on an assigned claim; 
(2) a person primarily engaged in the business of 
lending money at interest; or 
(3) a collection agency or collection agent. 
, 
(d) The rules adopted by the supreme court may not·: 
(1) require that a party in a case be represented by an 
attorney; 
(2) be so complex that a reasonable person without 
1ega1.traininq would have difficulty understanding or applying the 
rules; or 
(3) require that discovery rules adopted under the 
Texas Rules of Civil Procedure or the Texas Rules of Evidence be 
applied except to the extent the justice of the peace hearing the 
case determines that the rules must be followed to ensure that the 
proceeding is fair to all parties. 
(e) A committee established by the supreme court to 
recommend rules to be adopted under this section must include 
justices of the peace. 
SECTION 5.03. Subchapter C, Chapter 27, Government Code, is 
amended by adding Section 27.061 to read as follows: 
Sec. 27.061. RULES OF ADMINISTRATION. The justices of the 
peace in each county shall, by majority vote, adopt local rules of 
administration. 
SECTION 5.04. Subchapter E, Chapter 15, Civil Practice and 
Remedies Code, is amended by adding Section 15.0821 to read as 
follows: 






























H.B. No. 79 
justices of the peace in each county shall, by majority vote, adopt 
local rules of administration regarding the transfer of a pending 
case from one precinct to a different precinct. 
SECTION 5.05. Article 4.12, Code of Criminal Procedure, is 
amended by adding Subsection (e) to read as follows: 
(e) The justices of the peace in each county shall, by 
majority vote, adopt local rules of administration regarding the 
transfer of a pending misdemeanor case from one precinct to a 
different precinct. 
SECTION 5.06. (a) Chapter 28, Government Code, is 
repealed. 
(b) On the effective date of this section, each small claims 
court under Chapter 28, Government Code, is abolished . 
. 
SECTION 5.07. Not later than May 1, 2013, the Texas Supreme 
Court shall promulgate: 
(1) rules to define cases that constitute small claims 
cases; 
(2) rules of civil procedure applicable to small 
claims cases as required by Section 27.060, Government Code, as 
added by this article; and 
(3) rules for eviction proceedings. 
SECTION 5.08. (a) Immediately before the date the small 
claims court in a county is abolished in accordance with this 
article, the justice of the peace sitting as judge of that court 
shall transfer all cases pending in the court to a justice court in 
the county. 
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of this section, all processes, writs, bonds, recognizances, or 
other obligations issued from the transferr ing court are returnable 
to the court to which the case is transferred as if originally 
issued by that court. The obligees on all bonds and recognizances 
taken in and for the transferring court and all witnesses summoned 
to appear in the transferring court are required to appear before 
the court to which the case is transferred as if or iginally required 
to appear before that court. 
SECTION 5.09. Sections 5.02 and 5.06 of this article take 
effect May 1, 2013. 
ARTICLE 6. ASSOCIATE JUDGES 
SECTION 6.01. Subtitle D, Title 2, Government Code, is 
amended by adding Chapter 54A to read as follows: 
CHAPTER 54A. ASSOCIATE JUDGES 
SUBCHAPTER A. CRIMINAL ASSOCIATE JUDGES 
Sec. 54A.001. APPLICABILITY. This subchapter applies to a 
district court or a statutory county court that hears criminal 
cases. 
Sec. 54A.002. APPOINTMENT. (a) A judge of a court subject 
to this subchapter may appoint a full-time or part-time associate 
judge to perform the duties authorized by this subchapter if the 
commissioners court of the county in which the court has 
jurisdiction has authorized the creation of an associate judge 
position. 
(b) If a court has jurisdiction in more than one county, an 
associate judge appointed by that court may serve only in a county 
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(c) If more than one court in a county is subject to this 
subchapter, the commissioners court may authorize the appointment 
of an associate judge for each court or may authorize one or more 
associate judges to share service with two or more courts. 
(d) If an associate judge serves more than one court, the 
associate judge's appointment must be made as established by local 
rule, but in no event by less than a vote of two-thirds of the judges 
under whom the associate judge serves. 
Sec. 54A.003. QUALIFICATIONS. To qualify for appointment 
as an associate judge under this subchapter, a person must: 
(1) be a resident of this state and one of the counties 
the person will serve; 
(2) have been licensed to practice law in this state 
for at Least four years; 
(3) not have been removed from office by impeachment, 
by the supreme court, by the governor on address to the legislature, 
by a tr ibunal reviewing a recommendation of the State Commission on 
Judicial Conduct, or by the legislature's abolition of the judge's 
court; and 
(4) not have resigned from office after having 
received notice that formal proceedings by the State Commission on 
Judicial Conduct had been instituted as provided by Section 33.022 
and before final disposition of the proceedings. 
Sec. 54A.004. COMPENSATION. (a) An associate judge shall 
be paid a salary determined by the commissioners court of the county 
in which the associate judge serves. 
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the associate judge shall be paid a salary as determined by 
agreement of the commissioners courts of the counties in which the 
associate judge serves. 
(c) The associate judge's salary is paid from the county 
fund available for payment of officers' salaries. 
Sec. 54A.005. TERMINATION. (a) An associate judge who 
serves a single court serves at the will of the judge of that court. 
(b) The employment of an associate judge who serves more 
than two courts may only be terminated by a majority vote of all the 
judges of the courts the associate judge serves. 
(c) The employment of an associate judge who serves two 
courts may be terminated by either of the judges of the courts the 
associate judge serves. 
(d) To terminate an associate 
appropriate judges must sign a written o
order must sta:te: 
judge's empl
rder of termination. 
oyment, the 
The 
(1) the associate 
identification number; 
judge's name and state bar 
(2) each court ordering termination; and 
(3) the date the associate judge's employment ends. 
Sec. 54A.006. PROCEEDINGS THAT MAY BE REFERRED. (a) A 
judge may refer to an associate judge any matter arising out of a 
criminal case involving: 
(1) a negotiated plea of guilty or no contest before 
the court; 
(2) a bond forfeiture; 
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(4) a writ of habeas corpus; 
(5) an examining tr ial; 
(6) an occupational dr iver' s license; 
(7) an appeal of an administrative driver's license 
revocation hearing; 
(8) a civil commitment matter under Subtitle C, Title 
7, Health and Safety Code; 
(9) setting, adjusting, or revoking bond; 
(10) the issuance of search warrants, including a 
search warrant under Article 18.02(10), Code of Criminal Procedure, 
notwithstanding Article 18.01(c), Code of Criminal Procedure; and 
(11) any other matter the judge considers necessary 
and proper. 
(b) An associate judge may accept an agreed plea of guilty 
or no contest from a defendant 'charged with misdemeanor, felony, or 
both misdemeanor and felony offenses and may assess punishment if a 
plea a.greement is announced on the record between the defendant and 
the state. 
(c) An associate judge has all of the powers of a magistrate 
under the laws of this state and may administer an oath for any 
purpose. 
(d) An associate iudge may select a iury. Except as 
provided in Subsection (b), an associate judge may not preside over 
a trial on the merits, whether or not the trial is before a iury. 
Sec. 54A.007. ORDER OF REFERRAL. (a) To refer one or more 
cases to an associate judge, a judge must issue a written order of 
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(b) An order of referral may: 
(1) limit the powers of the associate judge and direct 
the associate judge to report only on specific issues, do 
particular acts, or receive and report on evidence only; 
(2) set the time and place for the hearing; 
(3) prescribe a closing date for the hearing; 
(4) provide a date for filing the associate judge's 
findings; 
(5) designate proceedings for more than one case over 
which the associate judge shall presidei 
(6) direct the associate judge to call the court's 
docket; and 
(7) set forth general powers and limitations or 
authority of the associate judge applicable to any case referred. 
Sec. 54A.008. POWERS. (a) Except as limited by an order of 
referral, an associate iudge to whom a case is referred may: 
" 
(1) conduct hearings; 
(2) hear evidence; 
(3) compel production of relevant evidence; 
(4) rule on the admissibility of evidence; 
(5) issue summons for the appearance of witnesses; 
(6) examine a witness; 
(7) swear a witness for a hearing; 
(8) make findings of fact on evidence; 
(9) formulate conclusions of law; 
(10) rule on pretrial motions; 
(11) recommend the rulings, orders, or judgment to be 
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made in a case; 
(12) regulate proceedings in a hearing; 
(13) order the attachment of a witness or party who 
fails to obey a subpoena; 
(14) accept a plea of guilty from a defendant charged 
with misdemeanor, felony, or both misdemeanor and felony offenses; 
(15) select a jury; 
(16) notwithstanding Article l8.01(c) , Code of 
Criminal Procedure, issue a search warrant, including a search 
warrant under Article 18.02(10), Code of Criminal Procedure; and 
(17) take action as necessary and proper for the 
efficient performance of the duties reguired by the order of 
referral. 
(b) An associate judge may not enter a ruling on any issue of 
law or fact if that ruling could result in dismissal or reguire 
dismissal of a pending cr iminal prosecution, but the associate 
judge may make findings, conclusions, and recommendations on those 
issues. 
(c) Except as limited by an order of referral, an associate 
judge who is appointed by a distr ict or statutory county court judge 
and to whom a case is referred may accept a plea of guilty or nolo 
contendere in a misdemeanor case for a county criminal court. The 
associate judge shall forward any fee or fine collected for the 
misdemeanor offense to the county clerk. 
(d) . An associate judge may, in the interest of justice, 
refer a case back to the referring court regardless of whether a 
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merits or presiding at a jury trial has been made by any party. 
Sec. 54A. 009. ATTENDANCE OF BAILIFF. A bailiff shall 
attend a hearing by an associate judge if directed by the referring 
court. 
Sec. 54A.010. COURT REPORTER. At the reguest of a party, 
the court shall provide a court reporter to record the proceedings 
before the associate judge. 
Sec. 54A.011. WITNESS. Ca) A witness appearing before an 
associate judge is subj ect to the penalties for perjury provided by 
law. 
Cb) A referring court may issue attachment against and may 
fine or impr ison a witness whose failure to appear after being 
summoned or whose refusal to answer guest ions has been certified to 
the court. 
Sec. 54A.012. PAPERS TRANSMITTED TO JUDGE. At the 
conclusion of the proceedings, an associate judge shall transmit to 
the referring court any papers relating to the case, including the 
associate judge's findings, conclusions, orders, recommendations, 
or other action taken. 
Sec. 54A.013. JUDICIAL ACTION. Ca) Not later than the 
30th day after the date an action is taken by an associate judge, a 
referring court may modify, correct, reject, reverse, or recommit 
for further information the action taken by the associate judge. 
Cb) If the court does not modify, correct, rej ect, reverse, 
or recommit an action to the associate judge, the action becomes the 
decree of the court. 
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the same judicial immunity as a district judge. 
[Sections 54A.015-54A.100 reserved for expansion] 
SUBCHAPTER B. CIVIL ASSOCIATE JUDGES 
Sec. 54A.101. APPLICABILITY. This subchapter applies to a 
district court or a statutory county court that is assigned civil 
cases. 
Sec. 54A.102. APPOINTMENT. (a) A judge of a court subject 
to this subchapter may appoint a full-time or part-time associate 
judge to perform the duties authorized by this subchapter if the 
commissioners court of the county in which the court has 
jurisdiction has authorized the creation of an associate judge 
position. 
(b) If a district court has jurisdiction in more than one 
county, an associate judge appointed by that court may serve only in 
a county in which the commissioners court has authorized the 
appointment. 
(c) If more than one court in a county is subject to this 
subchapter, the commissioners court may authorize the appointment 
of an associate judge for each court or may authorize one or more 
associate jUdges to share service with two or more courts. 
(d) If an associate judge serves more than one court, the 
associate judge's appointment must be made as established by local 
rule, but in no event by less than a vote of two-thirds of the judges 
under whom the associate judge serves. 
Sec. 54A.103. QUALIFICATIONS. To gualify for appointment 
as an associate judge under this subchapter, a person must: 
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the person will serve; 
(2) have been licensed to practice law in this state 
for at least four years; 
(3) not have been removed from office by impeachment, 
by the supreme court, by the governor on address to the legislature, 
by a tr ibunal reviewing a recommendation of the State Commission on 
Judicial Conduct, or by the legislature's abolition of the judge's 
court; and 
(4) not have resigned from office after having 
received notice that formal proceedingS by the State Commission on 
Judicial Conduct had been instituted as provided in Section 33.022 
and before final disposition of the proceedings. 
Sec. 54A.104. COMPENSATION. (a) An associate judge shall 
be paid a salary determined by the commissioners court of the county 
in which the associate judge serves. 
(b) If an associate judge serves in more than one county, 
the associate judge shall be paid a salary as determined by 
agreement of the commissioners courts of the counties in which the 
associate judge serves. 
. \ 
(c) The associate judge's salary is paid from the county 
fund available for payment of officers' salaries. 
Sec. 54A.l05. TERMINATION. (a) An associate judge who 
serves a single court serves at the will of the jUdge of that court. 
(b) The employment of an associate judge who serves more 
than two courts may only be terminated by a major ity vote of all the 
judges of the courts the associate judge serves. 
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courts may be terminated by either of the judges of the courts the 
associate judge serves. 
(d) To terminate an associate 
appropriate judges must sign a written o
order must state: 
judge's empl
rder of termination. 
oyment, the 
The 
(1) the associate 
identification number; 
judge's name and state bar 
(2) each court ordering termination; and 
(3) the date the associate judge's employment ends. 
Sec. 54A.106. CASES THAT MAY BE REFERRED. (a) Except as 
provided by this section, a judge of a court may refer any civil 
case or portion of a civil case to an associate judge for 
resolution. 
(b) Unless a party files a written objection to the 
associate jUdge hearing a trial on the merits, the judge may refer 
the trial to the associate judge. A trial on the merits is any final 
adjudication from which an appeal may be taken to a court of 
appeals. 
(c) A party must file an objection to an associate judge 
hea.ring a trial on the merits or presiding at a jury trial not later 
tha.n the 10th day after the date the party receives notice that the 
associate judge will hear the trial. If an objection is filed, the 
referring court shall hear the trial on the merits or preside at a 
jury trial. 
Sec. 54A.107. METHODS OF REFERRAL. (a) A case may be 
referred to an associate judge by an order of referral in a specific 
case or by an omnibus order. 
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(b) The order of referral may limit the powers or duties of 
an associate iudge. 







(7) swear a witness for a hear ing; 
(8) make findings of fact on evidence; 
(9) formulate conclusions of law; 
(10) rule on pretrial motions; 
( 11) recommend the rulings, orders, or judgment to be 
made in a case; 
(12) regulate proceedings in a hear ing; 
( 13) order the attachment of a witness or party who 
fails to obey a subpoena; and 
(14) take action as necessary and proper for the 
efficient performance of the duties reguired by the order of 
referral. 
(b) An associate judge may, in the interest of justice, 
refer a case back to the referring court regardless of whether a 
timely objection to the associate judge hearing the trial on the 
merits or presiding at a jury trial has been made by any party. 
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associate judge is subject to the penalties for perjury provided by 
law. 
(b) A referring court may fine or imprison a witness who: 
(1) failed to appear before an associate judge after 
being summoned; or 
(2) improper ly refused to answer quest ions if the 
refusal has been certified to the court by the associate judge. 
Sec. 54A.110. COURT REPORTER; RECORD. (a) A court 
reporter may be provided dur ing a hear ing held by an associate judge 
appointed under this subchapter. A court reporter is required to be 
provided when the associate judge presides over a jury trial. 
(b) A party, the associate judge, or the referring court may 
provide for a reporter during the hearing if one is not otherwise 
provided. 
(c) Except as provided by Subsection (a), in the absence of 
a court reporter or on agreement of the parties, the record may be 
preserved by any means approved by the associate judge. 
(d) The referring court or associate judge may assess the 
expense of preserving the record under Subsection (c) as costs. 
(e) On appeal of the associate judge's report or proposed 
order, the referr ing court may consider testimony or other evidence 
in the record if the record is taken by a court reporter. 
Sec. 54A.111. NOTICE OF DECISION; APPEAL. (a) After 
hearing a matter, an associate judge shall notify each attorney 
participating in the hearing of the associate judge's decision. An 
associate judge's decision has the same force and effect as an order 
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provided by Subsection (b). 
(b) To appeal an associate judge's decision, other than the 
issuance of a temporary restraining order or temporary injunction, 
a party must file an appeal in the referring court not later than 
the seventh day after the date the party receives notice of the 
decision under Subsection (a). 
(c) A temporary restraining order issued by an associate 
judge is effective immediately and expires on the 15th day after the 
date of issuance unless, after a hearing, the order is modified or 
extended by the associate judge or referring judge. 
(d) A temporary injunction issued by an associate judge is 
effective immediately and continues during the pendency of a trial 
unless, after a hearing, the order is modified by a referring judge. 
(e) A matter appealed to the referring court shall be tried 
de novo and is limited to only those matters specified in the 
appeal. Except on leave of court, a party may not submit on appeal 
any additional evidence or pleadings. 
Sec. 54A.112. NOTICE OF RIGHT TO DE NOVO HEARING; WAIVER. 
(a) Notice of the right to a de novo hearing before the referring 
court shall be given to all parties. 
(b) The notice may be given: 
(1) by oral statement in open court; 
(2) by posting inside or outside the courtroom of the 
referr ing court; or 
(3) as otherwise directed by the referring court. 
(c) Before the start of a hearing by an associate judge, a 
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court in writing or on the record. 
Sec. 54A.113. ORDER OF COURT. (a) Pending a de novo 
hearing before the referring court, a proposed order or judgment of 
the associate judge is in full force and effect and is enforceable 
as an order or judgment of the referring court, except for an order 
providing for the appointment of a receiver. 
(b) If a request for a de novo hearing before the referring 
court is not timely filed or the right to a de novo hearing before 
the referr ing court is waived, the proposed order or judgment of the 
associate judge becomes the order or jUdgment of the referring 
court only on the referring court's signing the proposed order or 
judgment. 
(c) An order by an associate judge for the temporary 
detention or incarceration of a witness or party shall be presented 
to the referring court on the day the witness or party is detained 
or incarcerated. The referring court, without prejudice to the 
right to a de novo hearing provided by Section 54A.115, may approve 
the temporary detention or incarceration or may order the release 
of the party or witness, with or without bond, pending a de novo 
hearing. If the referring court is not immediately available, the 
associate judge may order the release of the party or witness, with 
or without bond, pending a de novo hearing or may continue the 
person's detention or incarceration for not more than 72 hours. 
Sec. 54A.114. JUDICIAL ACTION ON ASSOCIATE JUDGE'S PROPOSED 
ORDER OR JUDGMENT. Unless a party files a written reguest for a de 
novo hearing before the referring court, the referring court may: 
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proposed order or judgment i 
(2) hear additional evidence; or 
(3) recommit the matter to the associate judge for 
further proceedings. 
Sec. 54A.115. DE NOVO HEARING. (a) A party may request a 
de novo hear ing before the referr ing court by filing with the clerk 
of the referring court a written request not later than the seventh 
working day after the date the party receives notice of the 
substance of the associate judge's decision as provided by Section 
54A.ll1. 
(b) A request for a de novo hearing under this section must 
specify the issues that will be presented to the referring court. 
The de novo hearing is limited to the specified issues. 
(c) Notice of a request for a de novo hearing before the 
referring court shall be given to the opposing attorney in the 
manner provided by Rule 21a, Texas Rules of Civil Procedure. 
(d) If a request for a de novo hearing before the referring 
court is filed by a party, any other party may file a request for a 
de novo hearing before the referring court not later than the 
seventh working day after the date the initial request was filed. 
(e) The referring court, after notice to the parties, shall 
hold a de novo hearing not later than the 30th day after the date the 
initial request for a de novo hearing was filed with the clerk of 
the referr ing court. 
(f) In the de novo hearing before the referring court, the 
parties may present witnesses on the issues specified in the 
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record from the hearing before the associate judge, including the 
charge to and verdict returned by a jury, if the record was taken by 
a court reporter. 
(g) The denial of relief to a party after a de novo hearing 
under this section or a party's waiver of the right to a de novo 
hearing before the referring court does not affect the right of a 
party to file a motion for new trial, a motion for judgment 
notwithstanding the verdict, or other posttr ial motions. 
(h) A party may not demand a second jury in a de novo hear ing 
before the referring court if the associate judge's proposed order 
or judgment resulted from a jury trial. 
Sec. 54A.116. APPELLATE REVIEW. (a) A party's failure to 
request a de novo hearing before the referring court or a party's 
waiver of the right to request a de novo hearing before the 
referring court does not deprive the party of the right to appeal to 
or request other relief from a court of appeals or the supreme 
court. 
(b) Except as provided by Subsection (c), the date an order 
or judgment by the referr ing court is signed is the controlling date 
for the purposes of appeal to or request for other relief from a 
court of appeals or the supreme court. 
(c) The date an agreed order or a default order is signed by 
an associate judge is the controlling date for the purpose of an 
appeal to, or a request for other relief relating to the order from, 
a court of. appeals or the supreme court. 
Sec. 54A.117. JUDICIAL ACTION. (a) Not later than the 
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referring court may modify, correct, reject, reverse, or recommit 
for further information the action taken by the associate judge. 
(bl If the court does not modify, correct, reject, reverse, 
or recommit an action to the associate judge, the action becomes the 
decree of the court. 
Sec. 54A.118. JUDICIAL IMMUNITY. An associate judge 
appointed under this subchapter has the judicial immunity of a 
district judge. 
SECTION 6.02. Subchapter G, Chapter 54, Government Code, is 
transferred to Chapter 54A, Government Code, as added by this Act, 
redesignated as Subchapter C, Chapter 54A, Government Code, and 
amended to read as follows: 
SUBCHAPTER C [b]. STATUTORY PROBATE COURT ASSOCIATE JUDGES 
Sec. 54A.201 [54.fi91]. DEFINITION. In this subchapter, 
"statutory probate court" has the meaning assigned by Section 3, 
Texas Probate Code. 
Sec. 54A.202. APPLICABILITY. This subchapter applies to a 
statutory probate court. 
Sec. 54A.203 [§4.693]. APPOINTMENT. Cal After obtaining 
the approval of the commissioners court to create an associate 
judge position, the judge of a statutory probate court by order may 
appoint one or more full-time or part-time [a peIsaR ta ast as] 
associate judges to perform the duties authorized by this 
subchapter [jIiQ§e faI tae statlitaIY pIssate 9SIiItJ. 
(bl If a statutory probate court has jurisdiction in more 
than one county, an associate judge appointed by that court may 
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author ized the appo intment . 
i£l The commissioners court may authorize the appointment 
of an associate judge for each court or may authorize one or more 
associate judges to share service with two or more courts, if more 
than one statutory probate court exists in a county. 
ill [+e+l . If an associate judge serves more than one court, 
the associate judge's appointment must be made with the unanimous 
approval of all the judges under whom the associate judge serves. 
[(Ei) As asseeia1se jl:1B'Je lRyst lRee1s 1;'Re ffYali:ii:ea1sieas 1:8 
serve as a jliEi~e sf tRe eSQ:I'1: 1:9 'wIRiSR 1:ae asseeiate jQEi~e is 
ClllflsiRtea.l 
(e) An associate judge appointed under this subchapter may 
serve as an associate judge appointed under Section 574.0085, 
Health and Safety Code. 
Sec. 54A.204. QUALIFICATIONS. To qualify for appointment 
as an associate judge under this subchapter, a person must: 
(1) be a resident. of this state and one of the counties 
the per son will serve; 
(2) have been licensed to practice law in this state 
for at least five years; 
(3) not have been removed from office by impeachment, 
by the supreme court, by the governor on address to the legislature, 
by a tr ibunal reviewing a recommendation of the State Commission on 
Judicial Conduct, or by the legislature's abolition of the judge's 
court; and 
(4) not have resigned from office after having 
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Judicial Conduct had been instituted as provided in Section 33.022 
and before final disposition of the proceedings. 
Sec. 54A.205 [§4.8Q§]. COMPENSATION. (a) An associate 
judge is entitled to the compensation set by the appointing judge 
and approved by the commissioners court or commissioners courts of 
the counties in which the associate iudge serves. ['l'Ae salary sf 
tEte a8sesia~e jQ8ge IRa¥, Ret ellsses eRe salal'Y af tiRe afifJeiRtiRg' 
jea§'e .] 
(b) If an associate judge serves in more than one county, 
the associate iudge shall be paid a salary as determined by 
agreement of the commissioners courts of the counties in which the 
associate judge serves. 
1£l Except as provided by Subsection (d) [+e+], the 
compensation of the associate judge shall be paid by the county from 
the county general fund. The compensation must be paid in the same 
manner that the appointing judge's salary is paid. 
(d) [+e+] On the recommendation of the statutory probate 
court judges in the county and subject to the approval of the county 
commissioners court, the county may pay all or part of the 
compensation of the associate judge from the excess contributions 
remitted to the county under Section 25.00212 and deposited in the 
contributions fund created under Section 25.00213. 
Sec. 54A.206 [§4.8Q4]. TERMINATION OF ASSOCIATE JUDGE. 
(a) An associate judge who serves a single court serves at the will 
of the judge of that court. 
(b) The employment of an associate judge who serves more 






























H.B. No. 79 
judges of the courts that the associate judge serves. 
(c) The employment of an associate judge who serves two 
courts may be terminated by either of the judges of the courts that 
the aSisociate judge serves. 
(d) The appointment of the associate judge terminates if: 
(1) the associate judge becomes a candidate for 
election to public office; or 
(2) the commissioners court does not appropriate funds 
in the county's budget to pay the salary of the associate judge. 
(e) If an associate judge serves a single court and the 
appointing judge vacates the judge's office, the associate judge's 
employment continues, subject to Subsections (d) and (h), unless 
the successor appointed or elected judge terminates that 
employment. 
(f) If an associate judge serves two courts and one of the 
appointing judges vacates the judge's office, the associate judge's 
employment continues, subject to Subsections (d) and (h), unless 
the successor appointed or elected judge terminates that employment 
or the judge of the other court served by the associate judge 
terminates, that employment as provided by Subsection (c). 
(g) If an associate judge serves more than two courts and an 
appointing-judge vacates the judge's office, the associate judge's 
employment continues, subject to Subsections (d) and (h), unless: 
(1) if no successor judge has been elected or 
appointed, the majority of the judges of the other courts the 
associate judge serves vote to terminate that employment; or 
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appointed, the majority of the judges of the courts the associate 
judge serves, including the successor judge, vote to terminate that 
employment as provided by Subsection (b). 
(h) Notwithstanding the powers of an associate judge 
provided by Section 54A.209 [§4.elQ), an associate judge whose 
employment continues as provided by Subsection (e), (f), or (g) 
after the judge of a court served by the associate judge vacates the 
judge's office may perform administrative functions with respect to 
that court, but may not perform any judicial function, including 
any power prescribed by Section 54A.209 [§4.elQ), with respect to 
that court until a successor judge is appointed or elected. 
Sec. 54A.207 [§4.eQ8). CASES THAT MAY BE REFERRED. 
(a) Except as provided by this section, a judge of a court may 
refer to an associate judge any aspect of a suit over which the 
probate court has jurisdiction, including any matter ancillary to 
the suit. 
(b) Unless a party files a written objection to the 
associate judge hearing a trial on the merits, the judge may refer 
the trial to the associate judge. A trial on the merits is any final 
adjudication from which an appeal may be taken to a court of 
appeals. 
(c) A party must file an objection to an associate judge 
hearing a trial on the merits or presiding at a jury trial not later 
than the 10th day after the date the party receives notice that the 
associate judge will hear the tria1. If 'an objection is filed, the 
referring court shall hear the trial on the merits or preside at a 
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Sec. 54A.2071 [§4.ege]. OATH. An associate judge must take 
the constitutional oath of office required of appointed officers of 
this state. 
[See. §4.e97. HAGIS~~A~E. 
1:1RSer 'Eaie Sl:IS6Ra,ter is a lRa~istra1;e.] 
Sec. 54A.208 [§4.e9g]. METHODS [9ReER] OF REFERRAL. (a) A 
case may be referred to an associate judqe by an order of referral 
in a specific case or by an omnibus order [Is zefezzislj a ease 1;s as 
assBeia~e jys§e, tAB j\:ui~e 9£ ~Re l'efel'riR§ 8S1:il't BRal! ZeRBeI'I 
[(1) aft iREiiviEillal BI'Sel' af referl'al, Bl' 
[(iI) a Ijesezal uaez sf :refeual] specifying the class 
and type of cases to be referred [l:!.eaza sy 1;l:!.e assseia1;e 3lialje] • 
(b) The order of referral may limit the power or duties of an 
associate judge. 
Sec. 54A.209 [§4.n9]. POWERS OF ASSOCIATE JUDGE. ( a) 
Except as limited by an order of referral, an associate judge may: 
,
(1) conduct a hearing; 
(2) hear evidence; 
(3) compel production of relevant evidence; 
(4) rule on the admissibility of evidence; 
(5) issue a summons for the appearance of witnesses; 
(6) examine a witness; 
(7) swear a witness for a hearing; 
(8) make findings of fact on evidence; 
(9) formulate conclusions of law; 
(10) rule on pretrial motions; 
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eraer] to be made [r eREiereEi] in a case; 
(12) [(11)] regulate all proceedings in a hearing 
before the associate judge; 
(13) [~1. take action as necessary and proper for 
the efficient performance of the [asseeia~e 3~Ei§e's] duties 
required by the order of referral; 
( 14) [~] order the attachment of a witness or party 
who fails to obey a subpoena; 
(15) [+±4+1 order the detention of a witness or party 
found guilty of contempt, pending approval by the referring court 
as provided by Section 54A.214 [§4.eHi]; 
(16) [~l without prejudice to the right to a de novo 
hearing under Section 54A.216 [§4ueli], render and sign: 
(A) a final order agreed to in writing as to both 
form and substance by all parties; 
(B) a final default order; 
(C) a temporary order; 
(D) a final or"der in a case in which a party files 
an unrevoked waiver made in accordance with Rule 119, Texas Rules of 
Civil Procedure, that waives notice to the party of the final 
hearing or waives the party's appearance at the final hearing; 
(E) an order specifying that the court clerk 
shall issue: 
(i) letters testamentary or of 
administration; or 
(ii) letter s of guardianship; or 
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health, mental retardation, or chemical dependency services or an 
order authorizing psychoactive medications; and 
(17) [+±6+] sign a final order that includes a waiver 
of 	the right to a de novo hearing in accordance with Section 54A.216 
[§ 4 ali 18] • 
(b) An associate judge may, in the interest of justice, 
refer a case back to the referring court regardless of whether a 
timely objection to the associate judge hearing the trial on the 
merits or presiding at a jury trial has been made by any party. 
(c) An order described by Subsection (a)(16) [(a) (1§)] that 
is rendered and signed by an associate judge constitutes an order of 
the referring court. The judge of the referring court shall sign 
the orde"r not later than the 30th day after the date the associate 
judge signs the order. 
(d) An answer filed by or on behalf of a party who previously 
filed a waiver described in Subsection (a)(16)(D) [(a)(l§)(Q)] 
revokes that waiver. 
Sec. 54A.2091 [§4.ell]. ATTENDANCE OF BAILIFF. A bailiff 
shall attend a hearing conducted by an associate judge if directed 
to attend by the referring court. 
[See. §4.el~. Cgf:JR'i RiPQR'iiR. (a) A eSlil"t; J!e,erter may se 
,l"sYiEiea S1:ll'iRg a aeaJ!iR§ aela By aft asseeia'&e ju.s§e appeiRtea 
\:lRSer taia SaSEiS3p1:er \aRIees re'f1:lil'ea s~r etaar 1au. A 8S1:ll't 
l'e)1:lsrtel' is l'eEf'direa ee lae prs'\'iiea uReA tHe ass8eiate jl:1B§e 
f)resiees ever a jlil'!J' erial, 
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seaerT.lise ,raylees. 
[( e) i](89,'I; as lif9'liaea By gQ1asee~ieR (a), is tRe aBeeRSe af 
a aeart reparter BE 8A a~reelReRt sf 'tRe }1ia:l1iies, ~Re ISSeI'S lRay se 
,reser 1leEi sy aft!!' meaRS afl,re'1ea sy 1:l:l9 refer!'iR~ eeQ!"~. 
[(a) ~Re referriR~ eeaft eE asseeiate jQa~e may i.,eee SA a 
jl3I1:y tAB 81E,peRse sf ,rese!"/iR9 'ERe reSBI'S as a Beare east. 
[(e) 9ft a reEf'\:lest fBI a ae Ravs Real'iR~, 1:ae referriR~ eel:1:rt 
lRay seRsiee! teatimeR}, eE etaer eViaeRSe ift 'Eae reeara, if 'tae 
I'eeera is tza](eR sy a eell!"~ IeIJ9I1:er» ift 3ehiitieR 1:8 uitResses 9I 
etaar matters ,reseR1:eSl:iREier SeatieR §4.i19.] 
Sec. 54A.210 [§4,el~]. WITNESS. (a) A witness appearing 
before an associate judge is subject to the penalties for perjury 
provided by law. 
(b) A referring court may issue attachment against and may 
fine or imprison a witness whose failure [wRe+ 
[(1) . fails] to appear [sefne as assseiai;e jliB§e] 
after being summoned or whose refusal to answer questions has been 
certified to the court [~ 
[(:d) im,reperly refases 1:9 3Rsuer a qye£;1tieR if tl:le 
ref1el:sal :Ras seeR ser'&ifiea '&8 '&1:le ee1:lJ''& By t:Re asseeiate jQa~e]. 
Sec. 54A.211. COURT REPORTER; RECORD. (a) A court 
reporter may be provided during a hearing held by an associate judge 
appointed under this subchapter. A court reporter is required to be 
provided when the associate judge presides over a jury trial. 
(b) A party, the associate judge, or the referring court may 






























H.B. No. 79 
(c) Except as provided by Subsection (a), in the absence of 
a court reporter or on agreement of the parties, the record may be 
preserved by any means approved by the associate judge '. 
(d) The referring court or associate judge may assess the 
expense of preserving the record as court costs. 
(e) On appeal of the associate judge's report or proposed 
order, the referring court may consider testimony or other evidence 
in the record if the record is taken by a court reporter. 
Sec. 54A.212 [§4.~14]. REPORT. (a) The associate judge's 
report may contain the associate judge's findings, conclusions, or 
recommendations and may be in the form of a proposed order. 
(b) The associate judge shall prepare a [\:;ritteR] report in 
the form directed by the referring court, including in the form of: 
(1) a notation on the referring court's docket sheet 2!. 
in the court's jacket; or 
(2) a proposed order. 
i.£l [~] After a hearing, the associate judge shall provide 
the parties participating in the hear ing notice of the substance of 
the associate judge's report, including any proposed order. 
(d) [+e-).] Notice may be given to the parties: 
(1) in open court, by an oral statementL or l:!.Y 
providing a copy of the associate judge's wr itten report, including 
any proposed order; 
(2) by certified mail, return receipt requested; 
(3) by facsimile transmission; or 
(4) by electronic mail. 
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received on the date stated on: 
(1) the signed return receipt, if notice was provided 
by certified mail; 
(2) the confirmation page produced by the facsimile 
machine, if notice was provided by facsimile transmission; or 
(3) apr intout evidencing submission of the electronic 
mail message, if notice was provided by electronic mail. 
ifl [+e+] After a hearing conducted by an associate judge, 
the associate judge shall send the associate judge's signed and 
dated report, including any proposed order, and all other papers 
relating to the case to the referr ing court. 
Sec. 54A. 213 [94 di.19]. NOTICE OF RIGHT TO DE NOVO HEARING 
BEFORE REFERRING COURT. (a) An associate judge shall give all 
parties notice of the right to a de novo hearing before the 
referring court. 
(b) The notice may be given: 
(1) by oral statement in open court; 
(2) by posting inside or outside the· courtroom of the 
referring court; or 
(3) as otherwise directed by the referr ing court. 
(c) Before the start of a hearing by an associate judge, a 
party may waive the right to a de novo hear ing before the referr ing 
court in writing or on the record. 
Sec. 54A.214 [94.818]. ORDER OF COURT. (a) Pending a de 
novo hearing before the referring court, the decisions and 
recommendations of the associate judge or cit proposed order or 
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is enforceable as, an order or judgment of the referring court, 
except for an order providing for the appointment of a receiver. 
(b) Except as provided by Section 54A.209(c) [§4.ilQ(e)], 
if a request for a de novo hearing before the referring court is not 
timely filed or the right to a de novo hearing before the referring 
court is waived, the decisions and recommendations of the associate 
judge or the proposed order or judgment of the associate judge 
becomes the order or judgment of the referring court at the time the 
judge of the referr ing court signs the proposed order or judgment. 
(c) An order by an associate judge for the temporary 
detention or incarceration of a witness or party shall be presented 
to the referring court on the day the witness or party is detained 
or incarcerated. The 'referring court, without prejudice to the 
right to a de novo hearing provided by Section 54A.216, may approve 
the temporary detention or incarceration or may order the release 
of the party or witness, with or without bond, pending a de novo 
hearing. If the referring court is not immediately available, the 
associate judge may order the release of the party or witness, with 
or without bond, pending a de novo hearing or may continue the 
person's detention or incarceration for not more than 72 hours. 
Sec. 54A.215 [§4.i17]. JUDICIAL ACTION ON ASSOCIATE JUDGE'S 
PROPOSED ORDER OR JUDGMENT. (a) Unless a party files a written 
request for a de novo hearing before the referring court, the 
referring court may: 
(1) adopt, modify, or reject the associate judge's 
proposed order or judgment; 
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(3l recommit the matter to the associate judge for 
further proceedings. 
Cbl The judge of the referring court shall sign a proposed 
order or judgment the court adopts as provided by Subsection Cal Cll 
not later than the 30th day after the date the associate judge 
signed the order or judgment. 
Sec. 54A.2l6 [§4.618]. DE NOVO HEARING BEFORE REFERRING 
COURT. Cal A party may request a de novo hearing before the 
referring court by filing with the clerk of the referring court a 
written request not later than the seventh working day after the 
date the party receives notice of the substance of the associate 
judge's report as provided by Section 54A.2l2 [§4.614]. 
Cbl A request for a de novo hearing under this section must 
specify the issues that will be presented to the referring court. 
The de novo hear inq is limited to the specified issues. 
Ccl In the de novo hearing before the referring court, 
the parties may present witnesses on the issues specified in the 
request for hearing. The referring court may also consider the 
record from the hearing before the associate judge, including the 
charge to and verdict returned by a jury, if the record was taken by 
a court reporter. 
Cdl Notice of a request for a de novo hearing before the 
referring court must be given to the opposing attorney in the manner 
provided by Rule 2la, Texas Rules, of Civil Procedure. 
Cel If a request for a de novo hearing before the referring 
court is filed by a party, any other party may file a request for a 
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seventh working day after the date of filing of the initial request. 
(f) The referring court, after notice to the parties, shall 
hold a de novo hearing not later than the 30th day after the date on 
which the initial request for a de novo hearing was filed with the 
clerk of the referring court [i I:iRless all sf tae parties aljree ts a 
later eate] . 
(g) Before the start of a hearing conducted by an associate 
judge, the parties may waive the right of a de novo hearing before 
the referring court. The waiver may be in writing or on the record. 
(h) The denial of relief to a party after a de novo hear ing 
under this section or a party's waiver of the right to a de novo 
hearing before the referring court does not affect the right of a 
party to file a motion for new trial, motion for judgment 
notwithstanding the verdict, or other post-tr ia1 motion. 
(i) A party may not demand a second jury in a de novo hear ing 
before the referring court if the associate judge's proposed order 
or judgment resulted from a jury trial. 
Sec. 54A.217 [§4.H9]. APPELLATE REVIEW. (a) A party's 
failure to request a de novo hearing before the referring court or a 
party's waiver of the right to request a de novo hearing before the 
referring court does not deprive the party of the right to appeal to 
or request other relief from a court of appeals or the supreme 
court. 
(b) Except as provided by Subsection (c), the date the judge 
of a referring court signs an order or judgment is the controlling 
date for the purposes of appeal to or request for other relief from 
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(cl The date an order described by Section 54A.209(al(16l 
[§4.e1Q(a)(1§)] is signed by an associate judge is the controlling 
date for the purpose of an appeal to, or a request for other relief 
relating to the order from, a court of appeals or the supreme court. 
Sec. 54A.218 [§4.eilQ]. IMMUNITY. An associate judge 
appointed under this subchapter has the judicial immunity of a 
probate judge. All existing immunity granted an associate judge by 
law, express or implied, continues in full force and effect. 
SECTION 6.03. Chapter 201, Family Code, is amended by 
adding subchapter D to read as follows: 
SUBCHAPTER D. ASSOCIATE JUDGE FOR JUVENILE MATTERS 
Sec. 201.301. APPLICABILITY. This subchapter applies only 
to an associate judge appointed under this subchapter and does not 
apply to a iuveni1e court master appointed under Subchapter K, 
Chapter 54, Government Code. 
Sec. 201.302. APPOINTMENT. (al A judge of a court that is 
designated as a juvenile court may appoint a full-time or part-time 
associate judge to perform the duties authorized by this chapter if 
the commissioners court of a county in which the court has 
jurisdiction has authorized creation of an associate judge 
position. 
(bl If a court has jurisdiction in more than one county, an 
associate judge appointed by that court may serve only in a county 
in which the commissioners court has author ized the appointment. 
(c l If more than one court in a county has been designated as 
a juvenile court, the commissioners court may authorize the 
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one or more associate judges to share service with two or more 
courts. 
(d) If an associate judge serves more than one court, the 
associate judge's appointment must be made as established by local 
rule, but in no event by less than a vote of two-thirds of the judges 
under whom the associate judge serves. 
Sec. 201.303. QUALIFICATIONS. To qualify for appointment 
as an associate judge under this subchapter, a person must: 
(1) be a resident of this state and one of the counties 
the person will serve; 
(2) have been licensed to practice law in this state 
for at least four years; 
(3) not have been removed from office by impeachment, 
by the supreme court, by the governor on address to the legislature, 
by a '1:1' ibunal reviewing a recommendation of the State Commission on 
Judicial Conduct, or by the legislature's abolition of the judge's 
court; and 
(4) not have 'resigned from office after having 
received notice that formal proceedings by the State Commission on 
Judicial Conduct had been instituted as provided in Section 33.022, 
Government Code, and before final disposition of the proceedings. 
Sec. 201.304. COMPENSATION. (a) An associate judge shall 
be paid a salary determined by the commissioners court of the county 
in which the associate judge serves. 
(b) If an associate judge serves in more than one county, 
the associate judge shall be paid a salary as determined by 
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associate judge serves. 
(c) The associate judge's salary is paid from the county 
fund available for payment of officers' salaries. 
Sec. 201.305. TERMINATION. (a) An associate judge who 
serves a single court serves at the will of the judge of that court. 
(b) The employment of an associate judge who serves more 
than two courts may only be terminated by a majority vote of all the 
judges of the 'courts which the associate judge serves. 
(c) The employment of an associate judge who serves two 
courts may be terminated by either of the judges of the courts which 
the associate judge serves. 
(d) To terminate an associate 
appropriate judges must sign a written o
order must state: 
judge's empl
rder of termination. 
oyment, the 
The 
(1) the associate 
identification number; 
judge's name and state bar 
(2) each court order ing termination; and 
(3) the date the associate judge's employment ends. 
Sec. 201.306. CASES THAT MAY BE REFERRED. (a) Except as 
provided by this section, a judge of a juvenile court may refer to 
an associate judge any aspect of a juvenile matter brought: 
(1) under this title or Title 3; or 
(2) in connection with Rule 308a, Texas Rules of Civil 
Procedure. 
(b) Unless a party files a written objection to the 
associate judge hearing a trial on the merits, the judge may refer 
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adjudication from which an appeal may be taken to a court of 
appeals. 
(c) A party must file an objection to an associate judge 
hear ing a tr ial on the mer its or presiding at a jury tr ial not later 
than the 10th day after the date the party receives notice that the 
associate judge will hear the trial. If an objection is filed, the 
referring court shall hear the trial on the merits or preside at a 
jury trial. 
(d) The requirements of Subsections (b) and (c) apply when a 
judge has authority to refer the trial of a suit under this title, 
Title 1, or Title 4 to an associate judge, master, or other 
assistant judge regardless of whether the assistant judge is 
appointed under this subchapter. 
Sec. 201. 307. METHODS OF REFERRAL. (a) A case may be 
referred to an associate judge by an order of referral in a specific 
case or by an omnibus order. 
(b) The order of referral may limit the power or duties of an 
associate judge. 
Sec. 201.308. POWERS OF ASSOCIATE JUDGE. (a) Except as 
limited by an order of referral, an associate judge may: 
(1) conduct a hearing; 
(2) hear evidence; 
(3) compel production of relevant evidence; 
(4) rule on the admissibility of evidence; 
(5) issue a summons for: 
(A) the appearance of witnesses; and 
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appear before an agency authorized to conduct an investigation of 
an allegation of abuse or neglect of a child after receiving proper 
notice; 
(6) examine a witness; 
(7) swear a witness for a hear ing; 
(8) make findings of fact on evidence; 
(9) formulate conclusions of law; 
(10) recommend an order to be rendered in a case; 
(11) regulate proceedings in a hear inq; 
(12) order the attachment of a witness or party who 
fails to obey a subpoena; 
(13) order the detention of a witness or party found 
guilty of contempt, pending approval by the referr ing court; and 
(14) take action as necessary and proper for the 
efficient performance of the associate judge's duties. 
. (b) An associate judge may, in the interest of justice, 
refer a case back to the referring court regardless of whether a 
timely objection to the associate judge hearing the trial on the 
merits or presiding at a jury trial has been made by any party. 
Sec. 201.309. REFEREES. (a) An associate judge appointed 
under this subchapter may serve as a referee as provided by Sections 
51. 04 (g) and 54.10. 
(b) A referee appointed under Section 51.04(g) may be 
appointed to serve as an associate judge under this subchapter. 
Sec. 201. 310. ATTENDANCE OF BAILIFF. A bailiff may attend a 
hear ing by an associate judge if directed by the referr ing court. 
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associate judge is subject to the penalties for perjury provided by 
law. 
(b) A referring court may fine or imprison a witness who: 
(1) failed to appear before an associate judge after 
being summoned; or 
(2) improperly refused to answer questions if the 
refusal has been certified to the court by the associate judge. 
Sec. 201.312. COURT REPORTER; RECORD. (a) A court 
reporter may be provided during a hearing held by an associate judge 
appointed under this subchapter. A court reporter is required to be 
provided when the associate judge presides over a jury trial or a 
contested final termination hearing. 
(b) A party, the associate judge, or the referring court may 
provide for a reporter during the hearing if one is not otherwise 
provided. 
(c) Except as provided by Subsection (a), in the absence of 
a court reporter or on agreement of the parties, the record may be 
preserved by any means approved by the associate judge. 
(d) The referring court or associate judge may assess the 
expense of preserving the record as costs. 
(e) On a request for a de novo hearing, the referring court 
may consider testimony or other evidence in the record, if the 
record is taken by a court reporter, in addition to witnesses or 
other matters presented under Section 201. 317. 
Sec. 201.3l3. REPORT. (a) The associate judge's report may 
contain the associate judge's findings, conclusions, or 
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associate judge's report must be in writing and in the form directed 
by the referr ing court. 
(b) After a hearing, the associate judge shall provide the 
parties participating in the hearing notice of the substance of the 
associate judge's report, including any proposed order. 
(c) Notice may be given to the parties: 
(1) in open court, by an oral statement or by providing 
a copy of the associate judge's written report, including any 
proposed order; 
(2) by certif ied mail, return receipt requested; or 
(3) by facsimile. 
(d) A rebuttable presumption exists that notice is received 
on the date stated on: 
(1) the signed return receipt, if notice was provided 
by certified mail; or 
(2) the confirmation page produced by the facsimile 
machine, if notice was provided by facsimile. 
(e) After a hearing conducted by an associate judge, the 
associate judge shall send the associate judge's signed and dated 
report, including any proposed order, and all other papers relating 
to the case to the referr ing court. 
Sec. 201.314. NOTICE OF RIGHT TO DE NOVO HEARING; WAIVER. 
(a) An associate judge shall give all parties notice of the right 
to a de novo hearing to the judge of the referring court. 
(b) The notice may be given: 
(1) by oral statement in open court; 
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referringcourtlor 
(3) as otherwise directed by the referring court. 
(c) Before the start of a hearing by an associate judge, a 
party may waive the right of a de novo hearing before the referring 
court in writing or on the record. 
Sec. 201. 315. ORDER OF COURT. ( a) pending a de novo 
hearing before the referring court, a proposed order or judgment of 
the associate judge is in full force and effect and is enforceable 
as an order or judgment of the referring court, except for an order 
providing for the appointment of a receiver. 
(b) If a request for a de novo hearing before the referring 
court is not timely filed or the right to a de novo hearing before 
the referring court is waived, the proposed order or judgment of the 
associate judge becomes the order or judgment of the referring 
court only on the referring court's signing the proposed order or 
judgment. 
(c) An order by an associate judge for the temporary 
detention or incarceration of a witness or party shall be presented 
to the referring court on the day the witness or party is detained 
or incarcerated. The referring court, without prejudice to the 
right to a de novo hearing provided by Section 201.317, may approve 
the temporary detention or incarceration or may order the release 
of the party or witness, with or without bond, pending a de novo 
hearing. If the referring court is not immediately available, the 
associate judqe may order the release of the party or witness, with 
or without bond, pending a de novo hearing or may continue the 
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Sec. 201.316. JUDICIAL ACTION ON ASSOCIATE JUDGE'S PROPOSED 
ORDER OR JUDGMENT. Unless a party files a wr itten request for a de 
novo hearing before the referring court, the referring court may: 
(1) adopt, modify, or reject the associate judge's 
proposed order or judgment; 
(2) hear additional evidence; or 
(3) recommit the matter to the associate judge for 
further proceedings. 
Sec. 201.317. DE NOVO HEARING. (a) A party may request a de 
novo hear ing before the referr ing court by filing with the clerk of 
the referring court a written request not later than the seventh 
working day after the date the party receives notice of the 
substance of the associate judge's report as provided by Section 
201. 313. 
(b) A request for a de novo hearing under this section must 
specify the issues that will be presented to the referring court. 
The de novo hearing is limited to the specified issues. 
(c) Notice of a request for a de novo hearing before the 
referrinq court shall be given to the opposing attorney in the 
manner provided by Rule 21a, Texas Rules of Civil Procedure. 
(d) If a request for a de novo hearing before the referrinq 
court is filed by a party, any other party may file a request for a 
de novo hearing before the referring court not later than the 
seventh working day after the date the initial request was filed. 
(e) The referring court, after notice to the parties, shall 
hold a de novo hearing not later than the 30th day after the date the 
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the referring court. 
(f) In the de novo hearing before the referring co"urt, the 
parties may present witnesses on the issues specified in the 
request for hearing. The referring court may also consider the 
record from the hearing before the associate judge, including the 
charge to and verdict returned by a jury, if the record was taken by 
a court reporter. 
(g) The denial of relief to a party after a de novo hearing 
under this section or a party's waiver of the riqht to a de novo 
hearing before the referring court does not affect the right of a 
party to file a motion for new trial, a motion for judgment 
notwithstanding the verdict, or other posttr ial motions. 
(h) A party may not demand a second jury in a de novo hear ing 
before the referring court if the associate judge's proposed order 
or judgment resulted from a jury trial. 
Sec. 201.318. APPELLATE REVIEW. (a) A party's failure to 
request a de novo hearing before the referring court or a party's 
waiver of the right to request a de novo hear ing before the 
referring court does not deprive the party of the right to appeal to 
or request other relief from a court of appeals or the supreme 
court. 
(b) Except as provided by Subsection (c), the date an order 
or judgment by the referring court is signed is the controlling date 
for the purposes of appeal to or request for other relief from a 
court of appeals or the supreme court. 
(c) The date an agreed order or a default order is signed by 
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appea.l to, or a request for other relief relating to the order from, 
a court of appeals or the supreme court. 
Sec. 201.319. JUDICIAL IMMUNITY. An associate judge 
appointed under this subchapter has the judicial immunity of a 
district judge. 
Sec. 201.320. VISITING ASSOCIATE JUDGE. ( a) If an 
associate judge appointed under this subchapter is temporarily 
unable to perform the judge's official duties because of absence or 
illness, injury, or other disability, a judge of a court having 
jurisdiction of a suit under this title or Title lor 4 may appoint a 
visiting associate iudge to perform the duties of the associate 
judge during the period of the associate iudge's absence or 
disability if the commissioners court of a county in which the court 
has jurisdiction authorizes the employment of a visiting associate 
judge. 
(b) To be eligible for appointment under this section, a 
person must ,have served as an associate jUdge for at least two 
years. 
(c) Sections 201.001 through 201.017 apply to a visiting 
associate jUdge appointed under this section. 
SECTION 6.04. Subsection (b), Section 22.'110, Government 
Code, is amended to read as follows:' 
(b) The court of criminal appeals shall adopt the rules 
necessary to accomplish the purposes of this section. The rules 
must require each distr ict judge, judge of a statutory county 
court, associate judge appointed under Chapter 54A [94] of this 
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to complete at least 12 hours of the training within the judge's 
first term of office or the judicial officer's first four years of 
service and provide a method for certification of completion of 
that training. At least four hours of the training must be 
dedicated to issues related to child abuse and neglect and must 
cover at least two of the topics described in Subsections 
(d)(8)-(12). At least six hours of the training must be dedicated 
to the training described by Subsections (d) (5), (6), and (7). The 
rules must require each judge and judicial officer to complete an 
additional five hours of training during each additional term in 
office or four years of service. At least two hours of the 
additional training must be dedicated to issues related to child 
abuse and neglect. The rules must exempt from the training 
requirement of this subsection each judge or judicial officer who 
files an affidavit stating that the, judge or judicial officer does 
not hear any cases involving family violence, sexual assault, or 
child abuse and neglect. 
SECTION 6.05. Section 602.002, Government Code, is amended 
to read as follows: 
Sec. 602.002. OATH MADE IN TEXAS. An oath made in this 
state may be administered and a certificate of the fact given by: 
(1) a judge, retired judge, or clerk of a municipal 
court; 
(2) a judge, retired judge, senior judge, clerk, or 
commissioner of a court of record; 
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(4) an associate judge, magistrate, master, referee, 
or criminal law hearing officer; 
ill a notary public; 
ill [+§+] a member of a board or commission created by 
a law of this state, in a matter pertaining to a duty of the board or 
commission; 
ill [+e+] a person employed by the Texas Ethics 
Commission who has a duty related to a report required by Title 15, 
Election Code, in a matter pertaining to that duty; 
~ [+++] a county tax assessor-collector or an 
employee of the county tax assessor-collector if the oath relates 
to a document that is required or authorized to be filed in the 
office of the county tax assessor-collector; 
(9) [+8+] the secretary of state or a former secretary 
of state; 
(10) [+9+] an employee of a personal bond office, or 
an employee of a county, who· is employed to obtain information 
required to be obtained under oath if the oath is required or 
authorized by Article 17.04 or by Article 26.04(n) or (0), Code of 
Criminal Procedure; 
(11) [~] the lieutenant governor or a former 
lieutenant governor; 
(12) [~] the speaker of the house of 
representatives or a former speaker of the house of 
representatives; 
(13) [~] the governor or a former governor; 
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(15) [+;4+] the attorney general or a former attorney 
general; 
(16) [~] the secretary or clerk of a municipality 
in a matter pertaining to the official business of the 
municipality; or 
(17) [+±e+] a peace officer descr ibed by Article 2.12, 
Code of Cr iminal Procedure, if: 
(A) the oath is administered when the officer is 
engaged in the performance of the officer's duties; and 
(B) the administration of the oath relates to the 
officer's duties. 
SECTION 6.06. Article 2.09, Code of Criminal Procedure, is 
amended to read as follows: 
Art. 2.09. WHO ARE MAGISTRATES. Each of the following 
officers is a magistrate within the meaning of this Code: The 
justices of the Supreme Court, the judges of the Court. of Criminal 
Appeals, the justices of the Courts of Appeals, the judges of the 
District Court, the magistrates appointed by the judges of the 
district courts of Bexar County, Dallas County, or Tarrant County 
that give preference to criminal cases, the criminal law hearing 
officers for Harris County appointed under Subchapter L, Chapter 
54, Government Code, the criminal law hearing officers for Cameron 
County appointed under Subchapter BB, Chapter 54, Government Code, 
the magistrates or associate judges appointed by the judges of the 
district courts of Lubbock County, Nolan County, or Webb County, 
the magistrates appointed by the judges of the criminal district 
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[masters] appointed by the judges of the district courts and the 
county courts at law that give preference to criminal cases in 
Jefferson County, the associate judges [ma~istrates] appointed by 
the judges of the distr ict courts and the statutory county courts of 
Brazos County, Nueces County, or Williamson County, the magistrates 
appointed by the judges of the distr ict courts and statutory county 
courts that give preference to criminal cases in Travis County, the 
criminal magistrates appointed by the Brazoria County 
Commissioners Court, the criminal magistrates appointed by the 
Burnet County Commissioners Court, the county judges, the judges of 
the county courts at law, judges of the county criminal courts, the 
judges of statutory probate courts, the associate judges appointed 
by the judges of the statutory probate courts under [Sliseaallter Q,] 
Chapter 54A [§4], Government Code, the associate judges appointed 
by the judge of a district court under Chapter 54A [SlissaaIJter II, 
QAalJter §4], Government Code, the magistrates appointed under 
Subchapter JJ, Chapter 54, Government Code, as added by H.B. No. 
2132, Acts of the 82nd Legislature, Regular Session, 2011, the 
justices of the peace, and the mayors and recorders and the judges 
of the municipal courts of incorporated cities or towns. 
SECTION 6.07. Subsection (d), Article 102.017, Code of 
Cr imina1 Procedure, is amended to read as follows: 
(d) Except as provided by Subsection (d-2), the clerks of 
the respective courts shall collect 'the costs and pay them to the 
county or municipal treasurer, as appropriate, or to any other 
official who discharges the duties commonly delegated to the county 
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known as the courthouse security fund or a fund to be known as the 
municipal court building security fund, as appropriate. Money 
deposited in a courthouse security fund may be used only for 
security personnel, services, and items related to buildings that 
house the operations of district, county, or justice courts, and 
money deposited in a municipal court building security fund may be 
used only for security personnel, services, and items related to 
buildings that house the operations of municipal courts. For 
purposes of this subsection, operations of a district, county, or 
justice court include the activities of associate judges, masters, 
magistrates, referees, hearing officers, criminal law magistrate 
court judges, and masters in chancery appointed under: 
(1) Section 61.311, Alcoholic Beverage Code; 
(2) Section 51.04(g) or Chapter 201, Family Code; 
(3) Section 574.0085, Health and Safety Code; 
(4) Section 33.71, Tax Code; 
(5) Chapter 54A [eHiillte:r §4], Government Code; or 
(6) Rule 171, Texas Rules of Civil Procedure. 
SECTION 6.08. Subsection (a), Section 54.10, Family Code, 
is amended to read as follows: 
(a) Except as provided by Subsection (e), a hearing under 
Section 54.03, 54.04, or 54.05, including a jury trial, a hearing 
under Chapter 55, including a jury trial, or a hearing under the 
Interstate Compact for Juveniles (Chapter 60) may be held by a 
referee appointed in accordance with Section 51.04(g) or an 
associate judge [a lRaste:r) appointed under Chapter 54A [M), 
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(1) the parties have been informed by the referee or 
associate judge [Rlastel' j that they are entitled to have the hear ing 
before the juvenile court judge; and 
(2) after each party is given an opportunity to 
object, no party objects to holding the hearing before the referee 
or associate iudge [Rlastel'j. 
SECTION 6.09. A magistrate, master, referee, associate 
judge, or hearing officer appointed as provided by Subchapters A, 
B, C, E, F, I, 0, P, S, T, U, V, x, CC, FF, and II, Chapter 54, 
Government Code, before the effective date of this Act, continues 
to serve as an associate judge under Chapter 54A, Government Code, 
as added by this article, with the powers and duties provided by 
that chapter, provided the court for which the magistrate, master, 
referee, associate judge, or hearing officer serves has authority 
to appoint an associate judge under Chapter 54A, Government Code. 
SECTION 6.10. The changes in law made by this article apply 
to a matter referred to an associate judge on or after the effective 
date of this article. A matter referred to an associate judge 
before the effective date of this article is governed by the law in 
effect on the date the matter was referred to the associate judge, 
and the former law is continued in effect for that purpose. 
SECTION 6.11. The following subchapters of Chapter 54, 
Government Code, are repealed: 
(1) Subchapter A; 
(2) Subchapter B; 
(3) Subchapter C; 
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(5 ) Subchapter F; 
(6) Subchapter I; 
(7 ) Subchapter 0; 
(8) Subchapter P; 
(9) Subchapter S; 
(10) Subchapter T; 
( 11) Subchapter U; 
(12) Subchapter V; 
(13 ) Subchapter X; 
( 14) Subchapter CC; 
(15) Subchapter FF; and 
(16) Subchapter II. 
ARTICLE 7. COURT ADMINISTRATION 
SECTION 7.01. Section 74.005, Government Code, is amended 
to read as follows: 
Sec. 74.005. APPOINTMENT OF [~ibIQNAb] PRESIDING JUDGES OF. 
ADMINISTRATIVE JUDICIAL REGIONS. (a) The governor, with the 
advice and consent of the senate, shall appoint one judge in each 
administrative judicial region as presiding judge of the region. 
(b) On the death, resignation, removal, or expiration of the 
term of office of a presiding judge, . the governor immediately shall 
appoint or reappoint a presiding judge. 
SECTION 7.02. Section 74.050, Government Code, is amended 
to read as follows: 
Sec. 74.050. SUPPORT STAFF [AQMINIS'I'R..~~Ir.ti ASSIS'I'AN'I']. (a) 
The, presiding judge may employ, directly or through a contract with 
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administrative assistant. 
(b) An administrative assistant Ba-ve tAe 
Ef\=lalifieatieRs eseaslisaea B~' {ale af taB s1:iiJreme aeart. 
[(8) AR aem~R~8elae~ve a88~seaRel shall aid the presiding 
judge in carrying out the judge's duties under this chapter. The 
administrative assistant shall: 
(1) perform the duties that are required by the 
presiding judge and by the rules of administration; 
(2) conduct correspondence for the presiding judge; 
(3) under the direction of the presiding judge, make 
an annual report of the activities of the administrative region and 
special reports as provided by the rules of administration to the 
supreme court, which shall be made in the manner directed by the 
supreme court; and 
(4) attend to other matters that are prescribed by the 
council of judges. 
ill l+&+l An administrative assistant, with the approval of 
the presiding judge, may purchase the necessary office equipment, 
stamps, stationery, and supplies and employ additional personnel as 
author ized by the presiding judge. 
(d) l+e+l An administrative assistant is entitled to 
receive the compensation from the state provided by the General 
Appropriations Act, from county funds, or from any public or 
private grant. 
SECTION 7.03. Subsection (c), Section 74.093, Government 
Code, is amended to read as follows: 
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(1) the selection and authority of a presiding judge 
of the courts giving preference to a specified class of cases, such 
as civil, criminal, juvenile, or family law cases; 
(2) other strategies for managing cases that require 
special iudicia1 attention; 
ill [~] a coordinated response for the transaction 
of essential judicial functions in the event of a disaster; and 
(4) [-8+] any other matter necessary to carry out this 
chapter or to improve the administration and management of the 
court system and its auxiliary services. 
SECTION 7.04. Chapter 74, Government Code, is amended by 
adding subchapter J to read as follows: 
SUBCHAPTER J. ADDITIONAL RESOURCES FOR CERTAIN CASES 
Sec. 74.251. APPLICABILITY OF SUBCHAPTER. This subchapter 
does not apply to: 
(1) a cr iminal matter; 
(2) a case in which judicial review is sought under 
Subchapter G, Chapter 2001; or 
(3) a case that has been transferred by the judicial 
panel on multidistrict litigation to a district court for 
consolidated or coordinated pretrial proceedings under Subchapter 
H. 
Sec. 74.252. RULES TO GUIDE DETERMINATION OF WHETHER CASE 
REQUIRES ADDITIONAL RESOURCES. (a) The supreme court shall adopt 
rules under which courts, presiding judges of the administrative 
judicial regions, and the judicial committee for additional 
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resources to ensure efficient judicial management of the case. 
(b) In developing the rules, the supreme court shall include 
considerations regarding whether a case involves or is likely to 
involve:· 
(1) a large number of parties who are separately 
represented by counsel; 
(2) coordination with related actions pending in one 
or more courts in other counties of this state or in one or more 
United States district courts; 
(3) numerous pretrial motions that present difficult 
or novel legal issues that will be time-consuming to resolve; 
(4) a large number of witnesses or substantial 
documentary evidence; 
(5) substantial post judgment supervision; 
(6) a trial that will last more than four weeks; and 
(7) a substantial additional burden on the trial 
court's docket and the resources available to the trial court to 
hear the case. 
Sec. 74.253. JUDICIAL DETERMINATION. (a) On the motion of 
a party in a case, or on the court's own motion, the judge of the 
court in which the case is pending shall review the case and 
determine whether, under rules adopted by. the supreme court under 
Section 74.252, the case will require additional resources to 
ensure efficient judicial management. The judge is not required to 
conduct an evidentiary hearing for purposes of making the 
determination but may, in the judge's discretion, direct the 
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befote the judge fot a conference to provide information to assist 
the judge in making the determination. 
(b) On determining that a case will require additional 
resources as provided by Subsection (a), the judge shall: 
(1) notify the presiding jUdge of the administrative 
judicial region in which the court is located about the case; and 
(2) request any specific additional resources that are 
needed, including the assignment of a judge under this chapter. 
(c) If the presiding judge of the administrative judicial 
region agrees that, in accordance with the rules adopted by the 
supreme court under Section 74.252, the case will require 
additional resources to ensure efficient judicial management, the 
presiding judge shall: 
(1) use resources previously allotted to the presiding 
judge; or 
(2) submit a request for specific additional resources 
to 	the judicial committee for additional resources. 
Sec. 74.254. JUDICIAL COMMITTEE FOR ADDITIONAL RESOURCES. 
(a) The judicial committee for additional resources is composed 
of: 
(1) the chief justice of the supreme court; and 
(2) the nine presiding judges of the administrative 
judicial regions. 
(b) The chief justice of the supreme court serves as 
presiding officer. The office of court administration shall 
provide staff support to the committee. 
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presiding judge of an administrative judicial region under Section 
74.253, the committee shall determine whether the case that is the 
subject of the reguest requires additional resources in accordance 
with the rules adopted under Section 74.252. If the committee 
determines that the case does require additional resources, the 
committee shall make available the resources requested by the tr ial 
judge to the extent funds are available for those resources under 
the General Appropriations Act and to the extent the committee 
determines the requested resources are appropriate to the 
circuIllstances of the case. 
(d) Subject to Subsections (c) and (f), additional 
resources the committee may make available under this section 
include: 
(1) the assignment of an active or retired judge under 
this chapter, subject to the consent of the judge of the court in 
which the case for which the resources are provided is pending; 




(3 ) information and communication technoloqy, 

including case management software, video teleconferencing, and 
specially designed courtroom presentation hardware or software to 
facilitate presentation of the evidence to the trier of fact; 
(4) specialized continuing legal education; 
(5) an associate judge; 
(6) special accommodations or furnishings for the 
parties; 
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try the case; and 
(8) any other resources the committee considers 
appropriate. 
(e) Notwithstanding any provision of Subchapter C, a 
justice or judge to whom Section 74.053(d) applies may not be 
assigned under Subsection (d). 
(0 The judicial committee for additional resources may not 
provide additional resources under this subchapter in an amount 
that is more than the amount appropr iated for this purpose. 
Sec. 74.255. COST OF ADDITIONAL RESOURCES. The cost of 
additional resources provided for a case under this subchapter 
shall be paid by the state and may not be taxed against any party in 
the case for which the resources are provided or against the county 
in which the case is pending. 
Sec. 74.256. NO STAY OR CONTINUANCE PENDING DETERMINATION. 
The fiLing of a motion under Section 74.253 in a case is not grounds 
for a stay or continuance of the proceedings in the case in the 
court in which the case is pending during the period the motion or 
request is being considered by: 
(1) the judge of that court; 
(2) the presiding judge of the administrative judicial 
region; or 
(3) the judicial committee for additional resources. 
Sec. 74.257. APPELLATE REVIEW. A determination made by a 
trial court judge, the presiding judge of an administrative 
judicial region, or the judicial committee for additional resources 
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mandamus. 
SECTION 7.05. (al The Texas Supreme Court shall request 
the president of the State Bar of Texas to appoint a task force to 
consider and make recommendations regarding the rules for 
determining whether civil cases pending in trial courts require 
additional resources for efficient judicial management required by 
Section 74.252, Government Code, as added by this article. The 
president of the State Bar of Texas shall ensure that the task force 
has diverse representation and includes judges of trial courts and 
attorneys licensed to practice law in this state who regularly 
appear in civil cases before courts in this state. The task force 
shall provide recommendations on the rules to the Texas Supreme 
Court not later than March 1, 2012. 
(bl The Texas Supreme Court shall: 
(ll consider the recommendations of the· task force 
provided as required by Subsection (al of this section; and 
(2l adopt the rules required by Section 74.252, 
Government Code, as added by this article, not later than May 1, 
2012. 
SECTION 7.06. The changes in law made by this article apply 
to cases pending on or after May 1, 2012. 
ARTICLE 8. GRANT PROGRAMS 
SECTION 8.01. Subchapter C, Chapter 72, Government Code, is 
amended by adding Section 72.029 to read as follows: 
Sec. 72.029. GRANTS FOR COURT SYSTEM ENHANCEMENTS. (al The 
office shall develop and administer, except as provided by 
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counties for initiatives that will enhance their court systems or 
otherwise carry out the purposes of this chapter. 
(b) To be eligible for a grant under this section, a county 
must: 
(1) use the grant money to implement initiatives that 
will enhance the county's court system, including initiatives to 
develop programs to more efficiently manage cases that require 
special judicial attention, or otherwise carry out the purposes of 
this chapter; and 
(2) apply for the grant in accordance with procedures 
developed by the office and comply with any other requirements of 
the off ice. 
(c) The judicial committee for additional resources shall 
determine whether to award a grant to a county that meets the 
eligibility requirements prescribed by Subsection (b). 
(d) If the judicial committee for additional resources 
awards a grant to a county, the office shall: 
(1) direct the comptrOller to distribute the grant 
money to the county; and 
(2) monitor the county's use of the grant money. 
(e) The office may accept gifts, qrants, and donations for 
purposes of this section. The office may not use state funds to 
provide a qrant under this section or to administer the grant 
program. 
SECTION 8.02. Subchapter A, Chapter 22, Government Code, is 
amended by adding Section 22.017 to read as follows: 
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section, "commission" means the Permanent Judicial Commission for 
Children, Youth and Families established by the supreme court. 
(b) The commission shall develop and administer a program to 
provide grants from available funds for initiatives that will 
improve safety and permanency outcomes, enhance due process, or 
increase the timeliness of resolution in child protection cases. 
(c) To be eligible for a grant under this section, a 
prospective recipient must: 
(1) use the grant money to improve safety or 
permanency outcomes, enhance due process, or increase timeliness of 
resolution in child protection cases; and 
(2) apply for the grant in accordance with procedures 
developed by the commission and comply with any other requirements 
of the supreme court. 
(d) If the commission awards a grant, the commission shall: 
(1) direct the comptroller to distribute the grant 
money; and 
(2 l monitor the use of the grant money. 
(el The commission may accept gifts, grants, and donations 
for purposes of this section. The commission may not use state 
funds to provide a grant under this section or to administer the 
grant program. 
ARTICLE 9. VEXATIOUS LITIGANTS 
SECTION 9.01. Subdivision (3), Section 11.001, Civil 
Practice and Remedies Code, is amended to read as follows: 
(3) "Local administrative judge" means a local 
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probate court judge, or a local administrative statutory county 
court judge. 
SECTION 9.02. Section 11.101, Civil Practice and Remedies 
Code, is amended by adding Subsection (c) to read as follows: 
(c) A litigant may appeal from a prefiling order entered 
under Subsection (a) designating the person a vexatious litigant. 
SECTION 9.03. Section 11.102, Civil Practice and Remedies 
Code, is amended by adding Subsection (c) to read as follows: 
(c) A decision of a local administrative judge denying a 
litigant permission to file a litigation under Subsection (a), or 
conditioning permission to file a litigation on the furnishing of 
security under Subsection (b), is not grounds for appeal, except 
that the litigant may apply for a writ of mandamus with the court of 
appeals not later than the 30th day after the date of the decision. 
The denial of a writ of mandamus by the court of appeals is not 
grounds for appeal to the supreme court or court of cr iminal 
appeals. 
SECTION 9.04. Section 11.103, Civil Practice and Remedies 
Code, is amended by amending Subsection (a) and adding Subsection 
(d) to read as follows: 
(a) Except as provided by Subsection (d), a [A) clerk of a 
court may not file a litigation, original proceeding, appeal, or 
other claim presented by a vexatious litigant subject to a 
prefiling order under Section 11.101 unless the litigant obtains an 
order from the local administrative judge permitting the filing. 
(d) A clerk of a court of appeals may file an appeal from a 






























H.B. No. 79 
vexatious litigant or a timely filed writ of mandamus under Section 
11.102 (c). 
SECTION 9.05. Section 11.104, Civil Practice and Remedies 
Code, is amended to read as follows: 
Sec. 11.104. NOTICE TO OFFICE OF COURT ADMINISTRATION; 
DISSEMINATION OF LIST. (a) A clerk of a court shall provide the 
Office of Court Administration of the Texas Judicial System a copy 
of any prefiling order issued under Section 11.101 not later than 
the 30th day after the date the prefi1ing order is signed. 
(b) The Office of Court Administration of the Texas Judicial 
System shall post on the agency's Internet website [MaiR~aiR] a 
list of vexatious litigants subject to prefiling orders under 
Section 11.101 [aRa. saall aRRlially seRa. ~ae lis~ ~Q ~ae slerl~s sf 
~Ae 6B~r~6 Bf ~Ai6 6tiatie]. On request of a person designated a 
vexatious litigant, the list shall indicate whether the person 
designated a vexatious litiqant has filed an appeal of that 
designation. 
SECTION 9.06. The posting, before the effective date of 
this article, of the name of a person designated a vexatious 
litigant under Chapter 11, Civil Practice and Remedies Code, on a 
list of vexatious litigants on the Internet website of the Office of 
Court Administration of the Texas Judicial System is not: 
(1) grounds for a cause of action; 
(2) a defense against a finding that a plaintiff is a 
vexatious litigant under Chapter 11, Civil Practice and Remedies 
Code; or 
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dismissal or any other action taken by a court or a clerk of a court 
under Chapter 11, Civil Practice and Remedies Code. 
ARTICLE 10. STUDY BY OFFICE OF COURT ADMINISTRATION OF TEXAS 
JUDICIAL SYSTEM 
SECTION 10.01. In this article, "office of court 
administration" means the Office of Court Administration of the 
Texas Judicial System. 
SECTION 10.02. (al The office of court administration 
shall study the district courts and statutory county courts of this 
state to determine over lapping jur isdiction in civil cases in which 
the amount in controversy is more than $200,000. The study must 
determine the feasibility, efficiency, and potential cost of 
converting to district courts those statutory county courts with 
jurisdiction in civil cases in which the amount in controversy is 
more than $200,000. 
(bl Not later than January 1, 2013, the office of court 
administration shall submit a report regarding the determinations 
made by the office relating to statutory county courts to the 
governor, the lieutenant governor, the speaker of the house of 
representatives, the chairs of the standing committees of the 
senate and house of representatives with primary jurisdiction over 
the judicial system, and the commissioners court of any county with 
a statutory county court with jurisdiction in civil cases in which 
the amount in controversy is more than $200,000. 
(cl The office of court administration may accept gifts, 
grants, and donations to conduct the study under this section. The 
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the study and, notwithstanding Subsection (a) of this section, is 
required to conduct the study only to the extent gifts, grants, and 
donations are available for that purpose: 
ARTICLE 11. SUITS AFFECTING THE PARENT-CHILD RELATIONSHIP 
SECTION 11.01. Section 263.601, Family Code, is amended by 
amending Subdivision (1) and adding Subdivision (3-a) to read as 
follows: 
(1) "Foster care" means a voluntary residential living 
arrangement with a foster parent or other residential child-care 
provider that is: 
(A) licensed or approved by the depa;rtment or 
verified by a licensed child-placing agency; and 
(B) paid under a contract with the department. 
(3-a) "Trial independence period" means a period of 
not less than six months, or a longer per iod as a court may order not 
to exceed 12 months, during which a young adult exits foster care 
with the option to return to foster care under the continuing 
extended jurisdiction of the court. 
SECTION 11.02. Section 263.602, Family Code, is amended to 
read as follows: 
Sec. 263.602. EXTENDED JURISDICTION. (a) A court that had 
continuing, exclusive jurisdiction over a young adult on the day 
before [may, ae] the young adult's 18th birthday continues to have 
extended [reEfYes'E, reRae¥ aR arEier that eJE'EeRBe tae· eelil"s'e] 
jurisdiction over the young adult and shall retain the case on the 
court's docket while the young adult remains in extended foster 
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by this section [slissRafltef]. 
(b) A court with extended jurisdiction over a young adult 
who remains in extended foster care shall conduct extended foster 
care review hearings every six months for the purpose of reviewing 
and making findings regarding: 
(1) whether the young adult's living arrangement is 
safe and appropr iate and whether the department has made reasonable 
efforts to place the young adult in the least restrictive 
environment necessary to meet the young adult's needs; 
(2) whether the department is making reasonable 
efforts to finalize the permanency plan that is in effect for the 
young adult, including a permanency plan for independent living; 
(3) whether, for a young adult whose permanency plan 
is independent living: 
(A) the young adult participated in the 
development of the plan of service; 
(B) the young adult's plan of service reflects 
the independent living skills and appropriate services needed to 
achieve independence by the proj ected date; and 
(e) the young adult continues to make reasonable 
progress in developing the skills needed to achieve independence by 
the proj ected date; and 
(4) whether additional services that the department is 
authorized to provide are needed to meet the needs of the young 
adult [~Re eHteAiei jlifisiistisA sf tRe SSlift tefmiAates SA tRe 
earlier sf I 
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[Cd) 1:l=le eate 'liRe ye\:iR~ aBylt TJli1:1uirar.ls seRseRt 1:9 tAe 
elEteFlsieR sf tRe estll'tls jYlisiietiea i8 \iriti8'1 91' iR eStlrt]. 
(c) Not later than the 10th day before the date set for a 
hearing under this section, the department shall file with the 
court a coPy of the young adult's plan of service and a report that 
addresses the issues described by Subsection (b). 
(d) Notice of an extended foster care review hearing shall 
be given as provided by Rule 21a, Texas Rules of Civil Procedure, to 
the following persons, each of whom has a right to present evidence 
and be heard at the hear ing: 
( 1) the young adult who is the sub; ect of the suit; 
(2) the department; 
(3) the foster parent with whom the young adult is 
placed and the administrator of a child-placing agency responsible 
for placing the young adult, if applicable; 
(4) the director of the residential child-care 
facility or other approved provider with whom the young adult is 
placed, if applicable; 
(5) each parent of the young adult whose parental 
rights have not been terminated and who is still actively involved 
in the life of the young adult; 
(6) a legal guardian of the young adult, if 
applicable; and 
(7) the young adult's attorney ad litem, guardian ad 
litem, and volunteer advocate, the appointment of which has not 
been previously dismissed by the court. 
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and the report f.iled under Subsection (c), and any additional 
testimony and evidence presented at the review hearing, the court 
determines that the young adult is entitled to additional services, 
the court may order the department to take appropriate action to 
ensure that the young adult receives those services. 
(f) A court with extended jurisdiction over a young adult as 
described in Subsection (a) shall continue to have jurisdiction 
over the young adult and shall retain the case on the court I s docket 
until the earlier of: 
( I) the last day of the: 
(A) sixth month after the date the young adult 
leaves foster care; or 
(B) 12th month after the date the young adult 
leaves foster care if specified in a court order, for the purpose of 
allowing the young adult to pursue a trial independence period; or 
(2) the young adult I s 21st birthday. 
(g) A court with extended jurisdiction described by this 
section is not required to conduct periodic hearings for a young 
adult dur ing a tr ial independence per iod and may not compel a young 
adult who has exited foster care to attend a court hearing. 
SECTION 11.03. Subchapter G, Chapter 263, Family Code, is 
amended by adding Section 263.6021 to read as follows: 
Sec. 263.6021. VOLUNTARY EXTENDED JURISDICTION FOR YOUNG 
ADULT RECEIVING TRANSITIONAL LIVING SERVICES. 
(a) Notwithstanding Section 263.602, a court that had continuing, 
exclusive jurisdiction over a young adult on the day before the 
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render an order that extends the court's jurisdiction beyond the 
end of a trial independence period if the young adult receives 
transitional living services from the department. 
(b) The extended jurisdiction of the court under this 
section terminates on the earlier of: 
(l) the young adult's 21st birthday; or 
(2) the date the young adult withdraws consent to the 
extension of the court's jurisdiction in writing or in court. 
(c) At the reguest of a young adult who is receiving 
transitional living services from the department and who consents 
to voluntary extension of the court's jur isdiction under this 
section, the court may hold a hearing to review the services the 
young adult is receiving. 
(d) Before a review hearing scheduled under this section, 
the department must file with the court a report summarizing the 
young adult's transitional living services plan, services being 
provided to the young adult under that plan, and the young adult's 
progress in achieving independence. 
(e) If, after reviewing the report and any additional 
testimony and evidence presented at the hearing, the court 
determines that the young adult is entitled to additional services, 
the court may order the department to take appropriate action to 
ensure that the young adult receives those services. 
SECTION 11.04. Subsections (a) and (c), Section 263.603, 
Family Code, are amended to read as follows: 
(a) Notwithstanding Section 263.6021 [ile~.eQill, if the 
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Section 60l(14)(B), Texas Probate Code, the court may extend its 
jur isdiction on its own motion without the young adult I s consent to 
allow the department to refer the young adult to the Department of 
Aging and Disability Services for guardianship services as required 
by Section 48.209, Human Resources Code. 
(c) If the Department of Aging and Disability Services 
determines a guardianship is not appropriate, or the court with 
probate jurisdiction denies the application to appoint a guardia~, 
the court under Subsection (a) may continue to extend its 
jurisdiction over the young adult only as provided by Section 
263.602 	or 263.6021. 
SECTION 11. 05. Section 263.609, Family Code i is repealed. 
SECTION 11.06. This article takes effect immediately if 
this Act receives a vote of two-thirds of all the members elected to 
each house, as provided by Section 39, Article III, Texas 
Constitution. If this Act does not receive the vote necessary for 
immediate effect, this article takes effect on the 9lst day after 
the last day of the legislative session. 
ARTICLE 12. INMATE LITIGATION 
SECTION 12.01. Subsection (a), Section 14.002, Civil 
Practice and Remedies Code, is amended to read as follows: 
(a) This chapter applies only to an action, including an 
appeal or original proceeding, [a 8Qi~1 brought by an inmate in a 
district, county, justice of the peace, or small claims court or an 
appellate court, including the supreme court or the court of 
criminal appeals, in which an affidavit or unsworn declaration of 
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SECTION 12.02. Subsections (a) and (b), Section 14.004, 
Civil Practice and Remedies Code, are amended to read as follows: 
(a) An inmate who files an affidavit or unsworn declaration 
of inability to pay costs shall file a separate affidavit or 
declaration: 
(1) identifying each action [~l, other than an 
action [a s~itl under the Family Code, previously brought by the 
person and in which the person was not represented by an attorney, 
without regard to whether the person was an inmate at the time the 
action [sliitl was brought; and 
(2) describing each action [~l that was previously 
brought by: 
(A) stating the operative facts for which relief 
was sought; 
(B) listing the case name, cause number, and the 
court in which the action [~l was brought; 
(C) identifying each party named in the action 
[Slii'e 1; and 
(D) stating the result of the action [sliitl, 
including whether the action or a claim that was a basis for the 
action [sliitl was dismissed as frivolous or malicious under Section 
13.001 or Section 14.003 or otherwise. 
(b) If the affidavit or unsworn declaration filed under this 
section states that a previous action or claim [~l was dismissed 
as frivolous or malicious, the affidavit or unsworn declaration 
must state the date of the final order affirming the dismissal. 
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Practice and Remedies Code, is amended to read as follows: 
(a) An order of a court under Section 14.006(a) shall 
include the costs described by Subsection (b) if the court finds 
that: 
(1) the inmate has previously filed an action to which 
this chapter applies fiR a ~ist~iet, se~Rty, j~stiee e~ t~e pease, 
8~ sRial1 slaiRis se~~t 1 ; and 
(2) a final order has been issued that affirms that the 
action was dismissed as frivolous or malicious under Section 13.001 
or Section 14.003 or otherwise. 
" SECTION 12.04. The change in law made by this article 
applies only to an action brought on or after the effective date of 
this Act. An action brought before the effective date of this Act is 
governed by the law in effect immediately before the effective date 
of this Act, and that law is continued in effect for that purpose. 
ARTICLE 13. PROVISIONS RELATED TO EXEMPTING CERTAIN JUDICIAL 
OFFICERS FROM CERTAIN CONCEALED HANDGUN LICENSING REQUIREMENTS 
SECTION 13.01. Subdivision (1), Subsection (a), Section 
411. 201, Government Code, is amended to read as follows: 
(1) "Active judicial officer" means: 
(A) a person serving as a judge or justice of the 
supreme court, the court of criminal appeals, a court of appeals, a 
district court, a criminal district court, a constitutional county 
court, a statutory county court, a justice court, or a municipal 
court; [~l 
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(C) a person appointed and serving as an 
associate judge under Chapter 201, Family Code. 
SECTION 13.02. Subsection (a), Section 46.15, Penal Code, 
is amended to read as follows: 
(a) Sections 46.02 and 46.03 do not apply to: 
(1) peace officers or special investigators under 
Article 2.122, Code of Criminal Procedure, and neither section 
prohibits a peace officer or special investigator from carrying a 
weapon in this state, including in an establishment in this state 
serving the public, regardless of whether the peace officer or 
special investigator is engaged in the actual discharge of the 
officer's or investigator's duties while carrying the weapon; 
(2) parole officers and neither section prohibits an 
officer from carrying a weapon in this state if the officer is: 
(A) engaged in the actual discharge of the 
officer's duties while carrying the weapon; and 
(B) in compliance with policies and procedures 
adopted by the Texas Department of Criminal Justice regarding the 
possession of a weapon by an officer while on duty; 
(3) community supervision and corrections department 
officers appointed or employed under Section 76.004, Government 
Code, and neither section prohibits an officer from carrying a 
weapon in this state if the officer is: 
(A) engaged in the actual discharge of the 
officer's duties while carrying the weapon; and 
(B) authorized to carry a weapon under Section 
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(4) an active judicial officer as defined by Section 
411.201, Government Code, [a 3Ha~e ez 3H8~iee ef a feaezal 6eHz~, 
tBB s\ifJrelRe ee\il"~, tae seart sf erimiaal appeals, a selirt sf 
a,lleals, a eistriet seart, a sri.iRal aistriet aBart, a 
eeastitytieRal eSYRty seart, a statatery essRty sayre, a jastiee 
6eHz~, ez a mHRi6i~al 6eHz~1 who is licensed to carry a concealed 
handgun under Subchapter H, Chapter 411, Government Code; 
(5) an honorably retired peace office~ or federal 
criminal investigator who holds a certificate of proficiency issued 
under Section 1701.357, Occupations Code, and is carrying a photo 
identification that: 
(A) verifies that the officer honorably retired 
after not less than 15 years of service as a commissioned officer; 
and 
(B) is issued by a state or local law enforcement 
agency; 
(6) a district attorney, criminal district attorney, 
county attorney, or municipal attorney who is licensed to carry a 
concealed handgun under Subchapter H, Chapter 411, Government Code; 
(7) an assistant district attorney, assistant 
criminal district attorney, or assistant county attorney who is 
licensed to carry a concealed handgun under Subchapter H, Chapter 
411, Government Code; 
(8) a bailiff designated by an active judicial officer 
as defined by Section 411.201, Government Code, who is: 
(A) licensed to carry a concealed handgun under 
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(B) engaged in escorting the judicial officer; or 
(9) a juvenile probation officer who is authorized to 
carry a firearm under Section 142.006, Human Resources Code. 
SECTION 13.03. The change in law made by this article to 
Section 46.15, Penal Code, applies only to an offense committed on 
or after the effective date of this article. An offense committed 
before the effective date of this article is covered by the law in 
effect when the offense was committed, and the former law is 
continued in effect for that purpose. For purposes of this section, 
an offense was committed before the effective date of this article 
if any element of the offense occurred before that date. 
SECTION 13.04. This article takes effect on the 9lst day 
after the last day of the legislative session. 
ARTICLE 14. COURT COSTS 
SECTION 14.01. Subsection (b), Section 51.005, Government 
Code, is amended to read as follows: 
(b) The fees are: 
(1) application for petition for review [u!'i's ef 
8UU] ••• . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 50 
(2) additional fee if application for petition for 
review [uti's ef eue!'] is granted. . • • . . . . . . . . . . $ 75 
(3) motion for leave to file petition for writ of 
mandamus, prohibition, injunction, and other similar proceedings 
or iginating in the supreme court • . . . . .. •••. .. . . . . $ 50 
(4) additional fee if a motion under Subdivision (3) 
is granted ... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 75 
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review [uri'" sf euerl is granted (Sec. 51.005, Government Code) 
.•. $75; 
(3) motion for leave to file petition for writ of 
mandamus, prohibition, injunction, and other similar proceedings 
originating in the supreme court (Sec. 51.005, Government Code) 
• . . $50; 
(4) additional fee if a motion under Subdivision (3) 
is granted (Sec. 51.005, Government Code) .•• $75; . 
(5) certified question from a federal court of appeals 
to the supreme court (Sec. 51. 005, Government Code) . . . $75; 
(6) case appealed to the supreme court from the 
distr ict court by direct appeal (Sec. 51. 005, Government Code) 
.•. $100; 
(7) any other proceeding filed in the supreme court 
(Sec. 51.005, Government Code) . $75; 
(8) administering an oath and giving a sealed 
certificate of the oath (Sec. 51. 005, Government Code) . $5; 
(9) making certain copies, including certificate and 
seal (Sec. 51.005, Government Code) •.. $5, or $0.50 per page if 
more than 10 pages; 
(10) any official service performed by the clerk for 
which a fee is not otherwise provided (Sec. 51.005, Government 
Code). • . reasonable amount set by order or rule of supreme court; 
(10-a) supreme court support account filing fee (Sec. 
51.0051, Government Code) ..• amount set by the supreme court, 
not to exceed $50; 
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(Sec. 51.006, Government Code) ... $10; and 
(12) additional filing fee to fund civil legal 
services for the indigent (Sec. 51.941, Government Code) ... $25. 
ARTICLE 15. COMPOSITION OF CERTAIN COUNTY JUVENILE BOARDS 
SECTION 15.01. Subsection (a), Section 152.2051, Human 
Resources Code, is amended to read as follows: 
(a) The Rockwall County Juvenile Board is composed of: 
(1) the judge of the County Court at Law of Rockwall 
County; 
(2) the distr ict judges (jliQ§'e 1 in Rockwall County; 
(3) one county commissioner appointed by the 
commissioners court; 
(4) one member of the board of trustees of the Rockwall 
Independent School District selected by the board of trustees of 
the Rockwall Independent School Distr ict; and 
(5) one member of the board of trustees of the Royse 
City Independent School District selected by the board of trustees 
of the ~oyse City Independent School Distr ict. 
ARTICLE 16. NO APPROPRIATION; EFFECTIVE DATE 
SECTION 16.01. This Act does not make an appropriation. A 
provision in this Act that creates a new governmental program, 
creates a new entitlement, or imposes a new duty on a governmental 
entity is not mandatory during a fiscal period for which the 
legislature has not made a specific appropriation to implement the 
provision. 
SECTION 16.02. Except as otherwise provided by this Act, 
this Act takes effec.t January 1, 2012. 
121 
H.B. No. 79 
--~-
President of the Senate Speaker of the House 
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